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Lesson for March 4 in this issue 


Lesson 9.—Jesus’ Testimony Concerning Himself. 
Matthew 11:2 to 12: 50. 
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Samples 


By Opal Leonore Gibbs 


LETTER brought before my view 
Bright samples of a fabric new, — 
Some drab and plain though fine and sheer, 

And some like bits of garden cheer. 

I did not know of any need 

That such soft prettiness could plead, 
Yet half- reluctant fingers chose 
What eyes allured could not oppose. 
So Christ has sent us forth to be 
Samples of Heaven’s commodity, — 
His grace in all its breadth and length, 
A thing of beauty and of strength, 

A thing no daily drub may tear, 
Perfect for each occasion’s wear, 
That suns of trial cannot fade, — 
Lord, let me show them unafraid. 


When Miracles Do Not Convince 


Those who do not want to believe 
God cannot be made to do so. True faith 
in God comes from a sense of need — and 
those who have no sense of need are not 
going to believe in the Saviour whom God 
has provided. The Lord Jesus Christ 
wrought stupendous, “impossible” miracles 
during his earthly ministry. He healed 
every case of disease that was brought to 
him; cast out demons; even raised several 
persons from the dead, including one who 
had been dead four days. Did these mir- 
acles convince the Pharisees and other Jew- 
ish religious leaders, so that they accepted 
him as their Messiah? Far from it. “But 
though he had done so many miracles be- 
fore them, yet they believed not on him” 
(John 12:37). His unanswerable miracles 
only increased their murderous hatred of 
him. These Jewish leaders who rejected 
Christ had rejected God consistently 
throughout their lives; and they had re- 
jected their own Scriptures, the God- 


breathed writings of Moses and the Old 
Testament prophets, Dives, in the place of 
torment, asked Abraham that the beggar 
Lazarus, who had died and gone to Para- 
dise, might be sent to testify to the rich 
man’s five brothers, so that they should 
not come to the place of torment after 
death. Dives said: “If one went to them 
from the dead, they will repent.” Surely 
such a miracle would convince them. But 
Abraham answered: “If they hear not 
Moses and the prophets, neither will they 
be persuaded, though one rose from the 
dead” (Luke 16:31). Miracles convince 
those whose hearts are open toward God 
and who are willing to believe and be 
saved, Nothing will convince those who 
are unwilling. 
“<— 


Not Eloquent 

What we call our hindrance may be, 
in God’s sight, a help. The devoted Chris- 
tian wife of a true minister writes in a 
personal letter that her husband’s ministry 
is being greatly blessed; “He is not elo- 
quent,” she says, “but God certainly is 
blessing and using him in spite of that 
fact.” Perhaps God is saying, “because 
of that fact.” There was another man 
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Ghost 


VERY one at all familiar with the 
E history of the early mining days of 
California and the Southwest knows 
about “ghost towns.” They are interest- 
ing relics of the gold-rush days of the Old 
West. They are not “ruins,” in the sense 
in which that word is commonly used, for 
there was never anything much to ruin — 
just a straggling collection of shacks, 
shanties, lean-tos, occasionally a long cabin, 
and maybe the tattered remnants of tents. 

They were put up in a night, and aban- 
doned in a night— when the “pay dirt’ 
gave out or rumors of a newer strike got 
about. And so today they are just ghost 
towns; weathering in the summer sun, 
shaken by winter: winds, drenched by sud- 
den storms; inhabited chiefly by ground 
owls and lizards; visited now and then by 
an inquisitive coyote; patient as the sand- 
blown hills, gray as the surrounding sage; 
as nameless and poor and forgotten as an 
aged beggar by the roadside. 

The story is told of a tourist adventurer 
who chanced upon one of these civic relics 
of the past in the Sierra Nevada foothills 
on the desert side. Curiously he nosed 
about the old place. He found mouldy 
flour in the bottom of a barrel in what once 





who was “not eloquent.” God asked him 
to do a great and difficult thing: bring His 
people out of bondage and into God’s own 
promised land. Moses raised a “serious” 
objection, reminding the Lord: “I am not 
eloquent . . . but I am slow of speech, and 
of a slow tongue” (Exod. 4:10). Some- 
how this did not seem to discourage Ged! 
Patiently, lovingly he answered: “Go, and 
I will be with thy mouth, and teach thee 
what thou shalt say.” The history of the 
world has been different ever since, be- 
cause a man who was not eloquent was 
willing to let God use him. On the other 
hand, there is little doubt that, if Moses 
had been a man of remarkable eloquence, 
probably God could not have used him. 
Eloquence is often a snare in Christian 
service, and it is a question whether God 
can use eloquent men as effectively as those 
that are not eloquent. Our weakness is 
more of an asset in God’s sight than our 
“strength.” To Moses, to Paul, and to all 
of us incompetent people the Lord says: 
“My grace is sufficient for thee: for my 
strength is made perfect in weakness,” 
Shall we not answer this gracious word, 
with joy and thanksgiving: “Most gladly 
therefore will I rather glory in my infirmi- 
ties, that the power of Christ may rest 
upon me,” 
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Towns 


had been the “General Mdse.” store. He 
found bolts of faded calico and a few dress 
shirts of the “boiled front” variety in vogue 
fifty years ago. He found saloons with 
bars, bottles and bullet marks. He found 
the one-time dance hall with a battered, 
old-fashioned square piano in one corner — 
a piano with time-yellowed keys and tin- 
panny notes. 

Yielding to a reminiscent mood, he des 
cided to camp a night on the old town site, 
He had reason to wish he hadn’t. He did 
not rest well that night. During the night 
a wind came up and wailed through the 
cracks and crevices of loose boards and 
made doleful sounds in the necks of empty 
bottles exposed on bars and lying about, 
It gave him the shivers. 

And then the old piano began to tinkle, 
He understood about the hark-from-the- 
tombs sounds, but who on earth could be 
improvising on that old piano? He. did 
not have the courage to go and investigate, 
but in the morning he found it was rats; 
pack rats running the length of the old 
keyboard! Rats, it is said, have a certain 
ear for music! 

Western America’s deserts and moun- 
tains, be it said, have no monopoly on 





102 * 


“ghost towns.” The Bible lands in West- 
ern Asia and about the Mediterranean Sea 
have many of them. The Bible, of course, 
does not call them ghost towns, but that 
is what they are. The Bible calls them by 
their historic names, and definitely locates 
each one of them. God’s judgments fell 
upon them; that is why they are ghost 
towns. Many of their sites have been dug 
up and exposed to view by the archeol- 
- ogists; vindicating in every case the truth 
of what the Scriptures say about them. 

Ancient Babylon, once “the glory of 
kingdoms, the beauty of the Chaldees’ ex- 
cellency” (Isa. 13:19), is a Biblical 
“ghost town.” While she was still in the 
glory and beauty of her power, God, 
through one of his faithful prophets, fore- 
told her sad future (Isa. 13: 20-22). We 
read: “It [the ancient city of Babylon 
on the Tigris] shall never be inhabited, 
neither shall it be dwelt in from generation 
to generation: neither shall the Arabian 
pitch tent there; neither shall the shepherds 
make their fold there. But wild beasts 
of the desert shall lie there; and their 
houses shall be full of doleful creatures ; 
and owls shall dwell there, and satyrs shall 
dance there. And the wild beasts of the 
islands shall cry in their desolate houses, 
and dragons in their pleasant palaces: and 
her time is near to come, and her days shall 
not be prolonged.” 

Babylon, as a double type of national sin 
and of church apostasy, was doomed in 
exact conformity to the “more sure word 
of prophecy” (2 Pet. 1:19), and her anti- 
types, the present world breakdown and the 
faithless church, will be doomed as surely 
as the type. 

The present site of ancient Tyre is an- 
other of the Bible’s “ghost towns.” Eze- 
kiel 26, 27, and 28 tell about it. Tyre, 
like Babylon, was once a great, rich, proud 
city. It was as great commerically as 
Babylon was politically and architecturally. 
Tyre was “a merchant of the people for 
many isles,” and was “of perfect beauty.” 
But because of arrogance and pride and 
human idolatry, God, through Ezekiel, 
prophesied her destruction. Ezekiel says: 
“And they [many nations, including Alex- 
ander in the third century B. C.] shall 
destroy the walls of Tyrus, and break 
down her towers: I will also scrape her 
dust from her, and make her like the top 
of a rock. It shall be a place for the 
spreading of nets in the midst of the sea: 
for I have spoken it, saith the Lord God.” 

And that is precisely what the once proud 
city is today—a “place for the spreading 
of nets’—and nothing more. She is a 
mere dot on the map; a fishing place. 

In three places (Ezek. 26:21; 27:36; 
and 28:19) with slightly different wording 
it is prophesied that Tyre should never 
be rebuilt. 

And it never was rebuilt and never will 
be. Within recent years a writer on proph- 
ecy, speaking of Tyre, challenged the in- 
fidels of England and America to contribute 
a dollar each to a fund with which to 
buy the old town site of Tyre, rebuild the 
city [something that, humanly speaking, 
would seem to be perfectly feasible], and 
thus refute Ezekiel’s prophecy and adver- 
tise to the world another “mistake” in the 
Bible. The Bible-haters, to date, have not 
accepted the challenge! Just what would 
happen in case they did would be. interest- 
ing to see—from a safe distance! God 
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could —and might — sink that island rock 
upon which Tyre was built to the bottom 
of the sea! Meantime Christian - people 
are not worrying about the Bible’s being 
made out a liar. 

Nineveh, Sodom and Gomorrah, and 
many other cities of the ancient world, 
became ghost towns under God’s judg- 
ments because of their sins. 

Jerusalem, the “City of the great King,” 
has many times in the long centuries of 
her history, seemed to be in danger of be- 
ing turned into a ghost town because she 
forgot God. But because God chose to put 
his name there, she has been and will be 
preserved. “God will establish. it [Jeru- 
salem] for ever” (Psa. 48:8). Nowhere 
in the world, and nowhere in the prophetic 
Word, is God’s hand more plainly to be 
seen than in the long millenniums of his- 
tory written in and around the Holy City. 
Her future, which is to be told “to the 
generation following” (Psa, 48:13), is as 
sure as God himself. 

Men have ghost-town experiences as well 
as the world has ghost towns; experiences 
that mark their times of spiritual darkness 
before conversion; sad pictures that hang 
on the walls of memory. But we should 
forget those pictures and those experiences! 
Because God has forgotten them. For does 
he not say (Isa. 43:25), “I, even I, am 
he that blotteth out thy transgressions for 
mine own Sake, and will not remember thy 
sins’? We are new creations in Christ 
Jesus, and the old rookeries that we built 
in our own strength in the days of our 
sin we are to give over to oblivion. We 
are going on to better things. 

But the most terrible ghost town of all 
will be hell, the place of lost souls, the 


Jake of fire (Rev. 20:15); that place too 


awful to contemplate, but from which there 
will be no escape, for “their worm dieth 
not, and the fire is not quenched” (Mark 
9: 44). 

The present world civilization, with its 
unspeakable tragedy of failure and sorrow, 
is ripe to become a world-wide ghost town. 
Let us pray constantly that our Lord may 
quickly return and establish his kingdom 
of righteousness, when “the kingdoms of 
this world are become the kingdoms of our 
Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall reign 
for ever and ever” (Rev. 11:15). 
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A Troubled Methodist 


In the July issue of one of our Methodist 
Episcopal Sunday-school publications, The 
Church School Journal, there appears an 
article under the caption, “A Zulu Sets a 
Bishop Thinking,” which does not ring just 
right to me. 


Could you review this article and show 
us Methodists (and many of us are -sub- 
scribers of yours) just what is the matter 
with this article that it somehow jars on 
one’s nerves?—A Pennsylvania business 
man. 


The article that “does not ring just 
right” contains such statements as the fol- 
lowing: 

“Should the Bible be studied seriously 
or just accepted ‘as it stands’?” 

The false inference here, of course, is 
that you cannot accept the Bible as it stands 
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and study it seriously. But the most valu- 
able Bible study is that which recognizes 
that it is wholly the Word of God and is 
to be studied seriously “as it stands,” — 
for “the word of the Lord endureth [or 
stands] for ever” (1 Pet. 1:25). 

“Is it more reverent to read it [the Bible] 
with the mind functionally in suspense?” 

Again the false inference is that we must 
abandon the use of our minds if we read 
the Bible reverently. Some of the great- 
est intellects this world has known, includ- 
ing such men as Sir Isaac Newton, Michael 
Faraday, Lord Kelvin, William E. Glad- 
stone, and a physician and surgeon whose 
scientific standing is recognized and hon- 
ored the world around, Dr. Howard. A. 
Kelly, have read and believed the Bible 
reverently while their minds were still func- 
tioning. 

Bishop Colenso is . quoted favorably 
throughout this article, and his critical and 
destructive conclusions are set down with 
approval: his denial that Moses was the 
author of the first five books of the Bible 
— although the Lord Jesus Christ declared 
Moses authorship; his denial of the in- 
spired account of the flood and the ark in 
Genesis; his denial of the Exodus account 
of the Israelites in. Egypt and in the wil- 
derness; his statement that he had very 
“convincing proof of the unhistorical char- 
acter of the narrative” in Exodus. The 
article notes that Bishop Colenso was con- 
demned and deposed in his generation, some 
seventy years ago, but highly commends 
him for his teaching that God speaks 
“through a fallible book.” 

These are the familiar positions of the 
destructive Higher Criticism, which is so 
popular not only in the Methodist Epis- 
copal denomination but among Presbyte- 
rians, Baptists, Congregationalists, Episco- 
palians, and most evangelical denominations 
today. The Bible itself, however, claims 
to be wholly the Word of God, and this 
has been the belief of the historic Chris- 
tian Church through the centuries, and 
continues to be the belief of vast numbers 
of thoughtful, intellectual, reverent be- 
lievers today. 

There are many useful books setting 
forth the truth as to the integrity of the 
Bible and answering conclusively the false 
but sometimes plausible positions of those 
who deny this. Among such books are 
the following (any of these may be ordered 
from the Times Book Service, 1721 Spring 
Garden Street, Philadelphia; please add 10 
cents for postage). 

A Lawyer and the Bible. By I. H. Linton. 
(Harpers, $1.50.) 

A Scientific Man and the Bible. By Howard 
A. Kelly. (Harpers, $1.50.) 

Exploring the Bible. By Frank E. Gaebelein. 
(Harpers, $1.50.) 

And God Spake These Words. By W. H. 
Grifith Thomas. (Harpers, $1.50.) 

Is the Bible the Word of God? By W. Gra- 
bam Scroggie. (Harpers, $1.) 

Why I Believe the Bible. By D. J. Burrell. 
(Revell, $1.25.) 

Difficulties and Alleged Errors and Contra- 
+5 saa in the Bible. By R. A. Torrey. (Revell, 
I. 

The Bible Under Fire. By John L. Campbell. 
(Harpers, $2.50.) 

Why Believe It? By Delavan L. Pierson. 
(Christian Alliance Publishing Co., $1.50.) 

God Spake All These Words. By James H. 
Brookes. (Bible Institute Colportage Associa- 
tion, 75 cents.) 

We Can Surely Believe. By Howard Agnew 


Johnston. (Revell, $1.50.) 
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Jesus Christ and Jonah—Are Both True? 


An Old Testament miracle and type authenticated 
by the Lord Jesus himse 








By Henry Ostrom 














Christ stand or- fall together. Our 

Lord associates the account of Jonah 
with the greatest events of his whole 
earthly career, — his death, burial, and res- 
urrection. Also, in the twelfth and six- 
teenth chapters of Matthew and in the 
eleventh chapter of Luke, he more nearly 
sums up the main points in the Book of 
Jonah than he does those of any other 
prophet’s writings. 

He tells that Jonah was a prophet. 

He says that Jonah was for a sign. 

He tells how long Jonah was in the 
whale’s belly. 

He mentions Nineveh and Nineveh’s re- 
pentance, 

He tells that Jonah preached. 

Such accounting not only gives the con- 
tents of the book much distinction, it also 
is one of several instances in which Jesus 
Christ affirms miracles: and when he af- 
firms, they are authenticated. 


4? HE accounts of Jonah and Jesus 


Sneering No Argument 


As to miracles, a sneer provides neither 
proof nor disproof. The sneer may be mis- 
takenly employed when one’s arguments 
have melted away, have been carried into 
the sea of non-intelligence, and have been 
swallowed by the monster of disuse. But 
fair-mindedness sees that protest against 
miracles is a protest against the very being 
and attributes of God. If you make your 
own god in your own imagination, you may 
deny that there could be miracles, but if 
you accept God as revealed (not only as 
one might imagine but as revealed) in his 
Word, you will accept miracles, 

It may be well to allow that miracles do 
not demand the destruction or the blotting 
out of orderly laws. If a mother, out in 
the surf of the ocean, rescues her drown- 
ing child, she does not annihilate the ocean 
nor does she cause its waves to cease their 
motion: she swims in with a higher power 
and saves the life of her darling. It is her 
remarkable ability to do what she does, in 
the presence of the mighty sea, that re- 
sults so wonderfully. Let this faintly illus- 
trate how God, in the midst of his own 
laws, right among life and action, works 
his miracles; not by annihilating laws but 
by intervening in the midst of them, with 
other resources, of which he has an infinity 
of supply. Of the one who objects to mir- 
acles I frankly ask, Who is your God? 

In the Book of Jonah miracle follows 
miracle, It is a short book (the only one 
of the prophets beginning with the word, 
“Now” or “And’”’) containing seven out- 
of-the-ordinary occurrences. To mark the 
word “prepared” is to gain a large meas- 
ure of the miraculous element characteriz- 
ing the book. 


1. The Lord had PREPARED a great fish 
to swallow up Jonah (1:17). 

2. The Lord God PREPARED a gourd and 
made it to come up over Jonah (4:6). 


One of the Bible books most often at- 
tacked is the Book of Jonah. Unsaved 
people evade the question of their 
soul’s salvation by the challenge, “ You 
don’t mean to say you believe the story 
of Jonah, do you?” Modernists say 
they are willing to “follow Jesus,” but 
they place Jonah among the myths, 
But this position is impossible. It has 
the double strength of a place in the 
canon of Scripture and the stamp of 
approval of Christ himself. This ar- 
ticle is a valuable side light on the 
Sunday-school lesson studied in this 
issue of the Times. 








3. The Lord God prePARED a worm and 
it smote the gourd (4:7). 


4. God PREPARED a vehement east wind 
(4:8). 

5. The Lord spoke unto the fish (2: 
10). 

6. And it vomited Jonah upon the dry 
land (2:10). 


7. The Lord sent out a great wind 
(1:4; our Lord told Nicodemus that 
man did not know the origin of wind). 


The book can not be given a fair ex- 
amination if-these striking specialties are 
ignored. They belong to the book just as 
truly as that there are nouns and. verbs 
in it. 

The critics have quite generally attacked 
the fish, as if the book were not the Book 
of Jonah, but the Book of the Whale. 
Why not attack the wind, the gourd, the 
worm? They were as truly prepared as 
the fish. That sultry east wind also was 
no zephyr. But the attack is against the 
miraculous. And to all such I ask the 
question again, “Who is your God?” There 
is in the Book of Jonah the sign-miracle, 
the type. That is a miracle within a mir- 
acle. Prophesies are miracles in words, 
but types are miracles in actions. Do not 
think to blot the Book of Jonah out. It 
fits into the whole series of types and mir- 
acles. 


The Unrepentant Pharisees 


Observe this sign-miracle. Our Lord 
Jesus calls the attention of the scribes and 
Pharisees to it. They well knew of the 
prophecy of Jonah that Nineveh would be 
destroyed; and that, because of the repent- 
ance of the Ninevites, the historic city was 
spared the impending judgment for a little 
more than a century. It was recorded in 
the Holy Scriptures, which they had at 
hand. They had the Old Testament canon 
as we have it. Now, are they ready to 
repent as the men of Nineveh did? Their 
national apostasy was all too apparent: 
would they, now, change their minds and 
receive our blessed Lord as the Messiah? 
No, they seek a sign from Heaven, as if 
eur Lord Jesus were only from earth. As 
if he, here on earth with his miraculous 
words and deeds, were not himself suffi- 
cient evidence of his deity. He is saying 





to them, “Observe Jonah.” For him to 
speak of his coming death and resurrec- 
tion was not so remarkable. Three times 
he definitely tells of that in advance of the 
events, so that was not so special. - 

But now he sets forth Jonah in the plenti- 
tude of miracles as a type of the miracle 
of his own willing sacrifice and resurrec- 
tion which were yet to occur. This Jew- 
ish race (generation) knew about Jonah. 
Would they search out the meaning of that 
event? Would they really search the 
Scripture? If so, our Lord throws a flood 
of light over the account about Joffah by 
revealing its typical meaning. In doing 
so he uses for himself the title, “The Son 
of man.” Although conceived by the Holy 
Ghost, born of a Jewess, the word MAN is 
so much more meaningful than Jew,! and 
the title Son of Man carries for us with 
it a certain association serving to intensify 
the meaning of his death and resurrection. 


Groveling Sign-Seekers 


Adopting this title, our Lord fits the 
Jonah incident as a type of his own death, 
burial, and resurrection. Why should they 
ask for any other sign? They ask for 
another because they are wicked, the 
prophets had long before given the race 
the characterization of adulterers. The dis- 
tance between the groveling sign-seekers 
and our Lord is seen to be immeasurable. 
They are ignorers, ignoring who he is: 
but he is the Messiah-Saviour, looking clear 
through his passover-blood-sprinkling to the 
time of his saying: “I am he that liveth, 
and was dead; and, behold, I am alive 
for evermore.” 

As for the historical accuracy of the 
account in the Book of Jonah, the Jewish 
listeners may be on a similar plane of 
thought with Jesus; but he knows the 
meaning of the account, they do not. In- 
deed, they may say that they are learners 
of Moses, but he answers them that Moses 
wrote of him. And when the sign of 
Jonah should soon come to its real signifi- 
cance in the death, burial, and resurrection 
of our Lord Jesus, there would be evident 
their final rejection of him in his coming 
the first time. 

Thus our Lord brings the Book of Jonah 
out of the twilight into the noonday. What 
a warning it carries to those who would 
lightly regard the basis of this blessed in- 
terpretation! Deny Jonah, and you deny 
Jesus. Accept Jesus (as he here interprets 
the book), and you accept Jonah. He by 
whom the worlds were made originated an 
earth, with a circumference of some 25,000 
miles, on which today, some two billion 
Jonahs live; how absurd to deny him the 
record of having prepared a great fish to 


(Concluded on page 106) 





1A signal agreement with the fact that, in 
all the record, Jesus Christ is never known to 
call himself merely a Jew. To be sure, he 
must have come by that line, but Son of man 
and Son of God are titles that properly rep- 
resent him. Contrast Paul, a mere man, saying, 
“IT... am a Jew” (Acts ‘21 : 39). 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 








By Ernest Gordon 








JUBILEE in Korea.—In the first 

week of July, 1934, the Presbyte- 

rian Church in Korea celebrates the 
Jubilee of its founding. When, on Easter 
Sunday, 1885, the first evangelistic mis- 
sionaries appeared, the governmental edict 
against Christianity was still to be seen 
posted on Seoul streets. In 1883 a Christian 
Chinese who had distributed Scriptures 
was deported. The first baptism was behind 
closed doors, and in 1888 all religious serv- 
ices of every kind were stopped in schools 
and meeting places. 

Since then what hath God wrought! 

Today there is in Korea a total Chris- 
tian constituency of 316,356 with 255,286 
enrolled in the Sunday-schools: 

Last year 633,839 Scripture portions in 
Korean were sold, together with 66,480 
New Testaments and thousands of Bibles; 
and fourteen hundred thousand copies of 
a twenty-four-page Life of Christ, written 
wholly in words of Scripture, were dis- 
tributed free by Korean church workers 
throughout the land. 

Korea has been the model mission field. 
The Presbyterian Church in Korea is 
sound to the core. The Bible is honored 
and used as the Word of God, and that 
without qualification. The natural (and 
supernatural) results follow. The schools, 
instead of being nests of unfruitful criti- 
eism, are sources of strength to the mission, 
sending out preaching bands to strengthen 
weak churches and to evangelize heathen. 
Thousands of church members are enrolled 
in correspondence Bible study courses. Per- 
sistent itineration has covered every nook 
and corner of the land. The churches have 
been trained to self-support so that they 
raise out of their poverty over a million 
yen annually. Three ordained Koreans 
serve as foreign missionaries in Shantung 
among the Chinese, while others shepherd 
the Koreans scattered in Japan, Manchuria, 
and Shanghai. 

The Presbyterian Church in Korea keeps 
its standards high. As a rule none are bap- 
tized until they can themselves read the 
Bible. It is a Puritan church, forbidding 
drinking and debarring from the communion 
table those who neglect to keep the Sabbath 
or who marry their children to heathen. 
It is doubtful if any mission church in the 
heathen world is so satisfactory in all re- 
spects as this one. It is an example to 
all who believe. 

Our congratulations to its faithful, Bible- 
loyal leaders, both Korean and American, 
as they cause the trumpet of the jubilee 
to sound on this its fiftieth anniversary. 


An “Away from Rome” movement 
broke out in 1903 among the Ukrainians in 
Winnipeg and spread all over the Canadian 
Northwest. This identified itself at many 
points with Canadian Presbyterianism. 
Protestant civil and religious ideals be- 
came inculcated in the hearts of tens of 
thousands, and the result, or at least one 
result, has been the development of an 


educated middle class among these people 
of a distinctly higher type than among the 
Ukrainians in the United States. Better 
still, while the earlier movement was Prot- 
estant, present-day Ukrainians are empha- 
sizing the evangelical character of their 
Protestantism. 

Numbers of Ukrainians who have been 
in Canada have returned to Europe tak- 
ing with them in many cases the seed of 
evangelical Christianity. “The Presbyte- 
rian Church in Canada,” says the Rev. 
John Bodrugin in The Presbyterian Record, 
“indirectly started the Ukrainian revival in 
Galicia and all over the Western Ukraine.” 
Up to our time this great people had no 
Bible in their own tongue, but toward the 
end of the last century a Ukrainian author 
named Kulisz took upon himself the task 
of translation, and after twenty years of 
difficulty and opposition finished the work. 
It was printed in 1903 shortly after Kulisz’ 
death, and was welcomed with great joy 
by the people. Those who could not read 
it themselves listened to others. Men sat 





“As Lights in the 
World” 


Lady Hosie tells how she came 
one night to a Chinese village with- 
out a decent inn, and how her mule- 
teer went out to find a Christian 
house for her. Christian homes 
are always cleaner than others and 
Christians always willing to help. 

Then a village elder came. “I 
understand that you are asking for 
a Christian in this village. We have 
none. I am very sorry.” 

‘Where does the nearest Chris- 
tian live?” 

“The nearest Christian,” said he, 
“lives five days’ journey from here.” 

**My father said when I told him 
this story, ‘Yes, and they knew 
where he was.’ Five days’ journey 
and his light had shone.” 

How far this little candle throws 
its beams ! 














up all night listening and reading. ‘The 
soil was thus prepared for the evangelical 
preachers from Canada. 

Notice then that the two things syn- 
chronized. The “Away from Rome” in 
Canada began in 1903, the year in which 
in Europe the Ukrainian Bible was first 
published in that language! 

The present reformation is elemental in 
its extent and depth. It is a peasant move- 
ment which assures its future. In almost 
every village in Galicia you will find one 
or more peasant leaders who know the 








Bible by heart and who are good preachers, 
although with only a common school edu- 
cation. Paul Crath tells of listening to a 
peasant convert preaching for five hours, 
constantly reciting Scripture passages from 
memory during-all that time. 

Among the converts have been two prom- 
inent- priests, one of them the secretary 
of the Greek Catholic archbishop of Lem- 
berg. Pastor Demczyszyn, trained in the’ 
German university of Erlangen, has re- 
cently written that, in the territory en- 
trusted to him, eleven parishes have already 
been formed, some of which number thou- 
sands. German Lutherans have established 
a mission seminary in Neuendettelsau for 
training Ukrainian preachers, and send 
other candidates to the theological faculty 
of Eriangen. Ukrainian Protestant pastors 
have been holding weeks of prayer with 
great attendance and great blessing in vari- 
ous places in Galicia. The churches are 
too small to hold the multitudes, and for 
hours people stand outside doors and win- 
dows listening, in defiance of rain, wind, 
and snow. 

A student in a Catholic seminary writes 
to Preacher Jarczuk: “You don’t realize 
what is under way. The year 1517 (the 
Luther Theses year) is now beginning with 
us. The movement is spreading from 
Northern Galicia into Russian Volhynia. 
It is not so much a movement of individ- 
uals as of whole villages. - Also among the 
Greek Uniates it is beginning to ferment 
in secret.” 


The Fascist government officially 
opened some time ago a competition to 
the poets of Italy for an epic poem 
which should worthily glorify Benito 
Mussolini and the Fascist Black Shirts. 
Its author, Virgilio Fiorentino, calls it 
“The Twenty Songs of the Revolution.” 
The first volume, sumptuously bound, has 
been presented to Il Duce. It describes 
the rise of Fascism and the discomfiture 
of Italian Bolshevism, opening with a vision 
of the divine Trinity intervening against 
Satan, the prompter of Bolshevism. In 
reply to the appeal of the Unknown Soldier, 
of Dante, and the Virgin Mary, God de- 
cides to invest Mussolini with supernatural 
authority. Then follows a long phantas- 
magoria in which heavenly powers mingle 
with earthly politics, winding up with a 
terrible battle which angels and Black 
Shirts engage with devils and Reds. When 
the victory comes to Mussolini’s side he is 
seen transported to Heaven and God shows 
him the future of Fascism. The doors of 
Heaven are opened by St. Peter, the pope 
presents the goddess of victory to the Ital- 
ian king, and in a touching scene, pope, 
king, and Mussolini embrace fraternally. 
This astonishing poem carried away the 
prize in the face of hundreds of other manu- 
scripts —From Le Christianisme. 

This is amusing, not to say grotesque, 
but here is something immensely impor- 
tant. A ministerial circular has been sent 
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out by the present Fascist government, that 
is, with Mussolini’s authority, to all the 
overseers of schools in Italy, commending 
the use of the New Testament in the fol- 
lowing terms: 

“All teachers and schoolmasters should 
read the New Testament and should explain 
this divine book to the children and see 
that they learn its beautiful passages by 
heart. The Book must not be missing from 
any school library, for it is ever new 
through all the centuries. It is the greatest 
of all books, the most necessary book be- 
cause it is divine. 

“The National Government desires to re- 
conduct the children, and, by means of the 
children, the soul of the Italian people, by 
this Book, to the finding of the safe way 
which will lead the fatherland to the most 
sublime and the truest greatness.” 


The Strange Obsession.—Nazis are re- 
ported as intent on removing Hebrew words 
such as “Amen” and “Hallelujah” from 
church services and hymn books, in order 
to replace them with their German equiva- 
lents. Now they insist that in the Ober- 
ammergau Passion play of 1934 the actors 
must have blue eyes, blond complexions, 
and Aryan features. The robe of Christ 
must have the swastika on it, and the 
spectacle must open and close with a 
racial hymn, 

Whether this is newspaper invention or 
fact remains to be seen. Certain it is, 
however, that the Confessio Germanica 
which Professor Bergmann publishes in his 
book, “The German National Church” 
(1933), begins with: “I believe in the 
God of the German religion who works 
in nature, in the lofty human spirit, and 
in the might of his people [that is, the 
German people]. I believe in the helper 
Christ who fights for the human soul, and 
in Germany, the land where the new hu- 
manity is to be built up. . .” 

In Schleswig the authorities have sent 
out the following decree: “In examination 
in religious instruction it is ordered that 
the story of Isaac’s offering shall not be 
used. This narrative must be cut ‘out of 
the religious education course since its 
representation of God is un-German.” 


Repudiating Secularism. — There are 
fifty-two secular state schools in Berlin, 
the fruit of the republican revolution. At 
present, according to the Allgemeine 
Evangelische Kirchenzeitung, there is a 
mass exodus from them to the evangelical 
schools. In fact, many of them are being 
turned into Christian schools, and have 
already started voluntary religious instruc- 
tion. Thus in the twenty-first secular 
school ninety per cent of the children now 
have religious instruction. The new rector, 
a former officer, expressly seeks to co- 
operate with the Parents’ Alliance. In 
the Spandau and Lichtenberg districts the 
Parents’ Alliance and the parish authorities 
have organized voluntary religious instruc- 
tion by pastors and teachers. In Neu 
Koelin of the eleven secular schools eight 
have been changed over to evangelical 
schools. In all the Berlin schools not more 
than two to three per cent of the children 
have asked for release from religious in- 
struction, and in but few cases have teachers 
been taken over from the secular schools 
into the evangelical ones. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


The Jewish Tragedy.—Pierre van 
Paasen, in The American Israelite, warns 
the Jewish people of stormy weather ahead, 
The Nazi spirit is spreading. Jews are 
beaten up every day in cities of Holland. 
Jews in Vienna are in fear of their lives. 
L’ Action Francaise, organ of the nation- 
alist movement in France, is putting anti- 
semitism to the fore again. “In Jerusalem 
the ghastly swastika of Hitlerism now 
floats from the German Consulate-General 
in cruel mockery of the Jewish national 
home, Hitlerism is held up in the Arab 
press for emulation. The old gang of 
effendis and muftis has just succeeded in 
sabotaging the plan to extend Jewish col- 
onization to Transjordania.” 

“I was in Brentano’s bookstore in Paris 
the other day,’ he continues. “While 
waiting in the order department I saw 
ten copies of the French translation of 
Hitler’s ‘Mein Kampf’ being wrapped up 
with five copies of ‘The Protocols of the 
Elders of Zion,’ and when I casually 
glanced at the address which was stuck 
on the package I felt a shudder pass 
through me, for the name-on the label 
was Jamal Husseini, Jerusalem. They are 
going to quote Hitler against the Jews 
in Eretz Israel (‘the land of Israel’). They 
are going to invoke his arguments against 
the Chalutzim (‘settlers’) of the Emek 
Valley. They are still thirsting for Jew- 
ish blood.” 

John Haynes Holmes blames the whole 
terrible anti-Jewish movement on “the 
Church’s blood-theology.” It is doubtful 





Freed from Opium 





Mrs. W. S. Sweet of Hangchow, 
Chekiang, China, a loyal Baptist, 
once missionary of the American 
Baptist Board, now carrying on a 
successful faith mission, should 
have the support of Baptists. She 
reports that drunkards and gamblers 
are being saved and souls seeking 
Christ in every meeting. Thus in 
one village near Wai Chang lived 
an opium smoker, gambler, and 
thief, so bound to his habit that he 
took the doors and windows from 
his home, where his wife and chil- 
dren lived, to sell for opium. Then 
he stole right and left to satisfy his 
imperious desire. But Thief Yon 
is anew man and it looks as if he 
will be the means of salvation of 
the whole village. 











if a word has been said in Hitler’s Ger- 
many about ‘the death of Christ. The 
whole attack is based on charges of Jew- 
ish exploitation, Jewish pornography, Jew- 
ish competition, Jewish corruption, Jewish 
race clannishness. Nevertheless no Chris- 
tian can help relating these events to the 
words, “His blood be on us,“and on our 
children.” 


Brief Notes.—In Churgking, China, fifty 
persons, mainly university graduates, have 
been incarcerated in the prison where those 
who believe in the doctrines of Moscow 


* 105 


are locked up. Some twenty have asked 
for religious instruction which they are 
receiving from Canadian missionaries. . .. 
In a recent encyclical the Catholic bishop 
of Stanilas in the Ukraine warned his 
flock against Protestantism, insisting that 
Protestants baptized their children with 
benzine. Fifteen Catholic seminarists were 
so shocked with the falsehood that they 
abandoned the Church, ... The decadent 
Modernist theology of France takes this 
form. It says, “Believe and thou shalt be 
saved.” What one should believe is an 
unessential thing. Of course one should 
believe in “Jesus,” but it is not required that 
he be God manifest in the flesh, the per- 
former of miracles, the victor over the 
grave. It is “faith” that saves, say these 
sophists, led by the late M. Ménégoz, — 
man’s faith independently of any object of 
faith, Such is this new perversion of 
Christianity. ... Albert Balya, an African 
clergyman, working among the pygmivs of 
the Arumini, has recently baptized two hun- 
dred of these little people. ... A reviewer 
of Dr. Harry Emerson Fosdick’s latest 
book applies to it James Stephen’s charac- 
terization of one of Dr. Fosdick’s ways of 
thinking: “He was one who having lis- 
tened with approval to the Sermon on the 
Mount, and not having had his attention 
called to the miracles, died before the cru- 
cifixion.” . . . Dr. James Wiles of the 
British and Foreign Bible Society reports 
a wave of semi-pagan religion and even 
Devil-worship as sweeping across Rou- 
mania and the Jugoslavia border. Chanting 
witches foam at the mouth and fall into 
fits in the streets, uttering sayings which 
the peasants write down. They are pos- 
sessed of a spirit of divination. A foyr- 
teen-year-old-girl is being visited by hun- 
dreds for advice in their affairs. At. the 
same time colporteurs are being  har- 
ried and beaten by ignorant peasants, . .:. 
The new Roman Catholic Cathedral ‘in 
Liverpool, which is to be the largest church 
in the world, is being built on a site said to 
have been sold to the Romanists at a third 
of its value by the’city of Liverpool (£100,- 
000 instead of £300,000). It will be re- 
called that similar rumors long circulated 
regarding St. Patrick’s Cathedral in New 
York, and as one enters this latter church 
he sees even now in the doorway a framed 
statement refuting the allegation. Liver- 
pool Irish are selling “cathedral tea,” 
“cathedral sweets,” and “cathedral” ciga- 
rettes” for the profit of the building fund, 
and boycotting shops which do not carry 
these cathedral wares. . . . Professor Luigi 
Trafelli has written a book entitled “Dot- 
trina di Cristo,’ in which he contends that 
it is not possible to be a Christian aid hence 
we ought to abolish the name. He says that 
individuals who practice the life ordered of 
the Gospel are really non-existent. In a 
sense this is true. All have come short of 
the glory of God. But when Christ “shall 
appear, we shall be like him; for we shall 
see him as he is,” 


MrIppLesury, VT, 
we 


If ye will not learn obedience by the 
things which ye suffer, but be as deaf to 
the loud alarms of God’s judgments as ye 
have been to the close reasonings of. his 
W ord, and the secret whispers of your. own 
consciences, ye are obstinate. indeed.—Mat- 
thew Henry. 
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Children at Home 


A Bag of Gold 
Founded on fact 
By Amelia O. Stott 
J soarer: was going back to his sleeping 





quarters in the compound of the big rub- 

r plantation, on which he worked. He 
was a fine, honest Kaffir boy, a member of 
a tribe in South Africa, very different from 
the usual lot of them, for Joseph was a 
true Christian. 

As he hurried along to the place where 
he slept Joseph stubbed his toe against 
something hard, lying on the soft, muddy 
path. Stooping down .to rub his foot, he 
saw a small canvas bag. He gave a low 
whistle of surprise when he found it full 
of gold coins. It was too late to tell about 
it that night, and indeed the boy was so 
bewildered at the sight of so much money 
that he felt he must think what was best 
to do about it. 

Hiding it carefully in his clothes, he 
went to his bed and was glad to find most 
of his room companions asleep. Only his 
chum Paul was waiting for him, and Joseph 
could trust him. Paul was not yet a 
Christian, but Joseph had many hopes of 
him. In the darkness he showed him his 
find. 

“Say, Joe, you’re lucky, what will you 
do with all that?” 

Together they softly counted sixty golden 
English sovereigns, being careful to make 
no sound at all. 

“I must find the owner first thing in the 
morning,” said Joseph. 

“If I were you I’d take the money you 
honestly found and run away to your old 
mother in Natal. Of course there’s dan- 
ger, but you can lie low and they can’t 
catch you for theft, for you just found 
the stuff. I’ll never tell — you know that.” 

“I know it, Paul, but that’s not the way 
a Christian soldier acts, and my duty is 
clear.” 

Paul argued awhile, and then went to 
sleep, but Joseph dared not follow his ex- 
ample, he was: too scared. 

Next morning all the men in the com- 
pound were excited because the overseer 
had lost a bag containing a large part of 
the workers’ wages, and being afraid of 
losing his job he did not want to tell about 
his own carelessness. What a relief it was 
to every one when Joseph was able to save 
them from suspicion and punishment. He 
hoped that the bag had contained just the 
sixty coins, and that none had been taken 
before he found it. There were plenty of 
men who would do this, being afraid to 
steal more for fear of being caught. 

When the money in the bag was counted 
and they found that it was all there, the 
overseer allowed Joseph to go, but without 
a word of approval. Paul, however, took 
care to tell others about his friend, and 
somehow the head of the rubber company 
heard about Joseph’s honesty. 

“Something new among Kaffrs,” he said. 
“I must watch this boy, for there are not 
many like him.” 


Sometime after Joseph was told to go — 


with the old bank messenger on his daily 
journeys, and probably some day he may 
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get his job, which is much better paid. At 
any rate he feels very proud and pleased 
that he is being trusted by his chief, and 
most of all that he has not displeased his 
Lord and Master. 


WortTHING, Sussex, Enc, 


| An Easter Sunrise Service 


LARGE group of Christian young peo- 

ple in Chicago, led by Fundamentalists, 
are planning to hold a sunrise service at 
six-thirty on Easter Sunday morning, April 
1. The main purpose of this unusual gath- 
ering is to present a united testimony to 
the Lord Jesus as the risen Saviour: The 
place will probably be in the grounds of the 
Century of Progress, 

When the first meeting of this kind was 
held last year, nearly every Protestant de- 
nomination in Chicago was represented, and 
the attendance was between twenty and 
thirty thousand. The program this year 
will be like last year’s, which consisted of 
congregational singing of familiar Easter 
hymns; a chorus choir led by Arthur Mc- 
Kee; and the resurrection story read from 
the Scriptures by six ministers. 


Are Christ and Jonah True? 


(Concluded from page 103) 


be inhabited by one (shall we say) 
shrunken man? For how men do become 
little, trying to run away from God’s un- 
derstood orders! Jonah, you: remember, 
was going in the very opposite direction to 
that commanded. 

Valuable lessons have been given by us- 
ing the Book of Jonah as an illustration 
of Israel, typical of the nation; comparing 
Israel as among the nations, as Jonah was 
in the whale in the sea; and Israel’s rem- 
nant accepting Christ and witnessing, as 
Jonah cast forth from the whale gave the 
message to Nineveh. But I notice that 
our Lord Jesus stresses the Jonah incident 
as a type of his own death, burial, and res- 
urrection, and it is well for us to stay 
closely by any Old Testament Scripture 
interpretation given by him. 

The great lesson intended follows evi- 
dently ir the words, “A greater than Jonah 
is here” (Matt. 12:41). It is not Israel’s 
greatness now before us;|it is our Lord’s 
greatness. As Jesus’ tomb in the hewn 
rock was much more stable than the great 
fish, as his resurrection and proclaiming 
are so far above anything in Jonah’s re- 
lease and message, as he is from above and 
above all, while Jonah at the best is but 
the son of Amittai; so a greater than Jonah 
is here. Jonah may furnish the dark, dis- 
obedient background for the coming pic- 
ture to set HIM, in contrast, all the more 
distinguishingly before us. 

Jonah was positively disobedient. 

Jesus was obedient unto death, yea, the 
death of the cross. 

Jonah was cast into the sea. 

Jesus (though by wicked hands crucified 


and slain)™said of his life, “I lay it down 
of myself.” 

Jonah evaded the telling of judgment 
for sin. 

Jesus himself took judgment for the sins 
of others. 


_ Mission to Lepers. 


February 17, 1934 


Jonah provides nothing in the whale’s 
belly — albeit he prays. 

Jesus is the perfect sacrifice, in death, 
for our sins. “Redeemed . . . with the 
precious blood of Christ.” 

Jonah, later, gave the message to Nin- 
eveh, 

Jesus, later, sent the Holy Spirit. 

Jonah, the Jew, grieved because mercy 
was shown toward Nineveh (the Gentile 
city). And he sulks. 

Jesus, the Son of man, commands that 
repentance and remission of sins be pro- 
claimed among all nations. His message 
is mercy for whosoever, and the accepter 
receives His joy. 


Notice the grouping in our Saviour’s ref- 
erence to the Jonah incident — Jonah, Solo- 
mon, Jesus! 

Jonah had become great as a man, cele- 
brated for his miraculous experiences; 
commissioned of God, disobedient, judged, 
delivered, obedient, and humiliated, vari- 
ous as they were. 

Solomon had become great as a man, 
distinguished for wisdom. Yet, “even 
him did outlandish women cause to sin” 
(Neh. 13: 26). 

But Jesus Christ’s greatness is the great- 
ness of eternal perfectness. 

Jonah, the sign! 

Jesus Christ: 

Living, he loved me; dying, he saved me; 

Buried, he carried my sins far away: 


Rising, he justified freely forever: 
One day he’s coming — O glorious day. 


“A greater than Jonah is here’! 


When the background of the picture is 
dark, the real picture appears all the more 
luminously. So, viewing Jonah as_ the 
background, our Saviour his cross, his 
tomb, his bodily resurrection, appear all 
the more precious and great. All the more 
dear to us, too, it is, that he should have 
given us. to see it by his own teaching. 

GREENCASTLE, IND. 


_) 
What Wilbur Did for the Lepers 


VERY Monday at one o’clock in THE 

Sunpay ScHoo. TiMEs office the lino- 
type machine and the typewriters are silent 
for a half hour, and the staff gathers for 
a prayer meeting. Hymns are sung, prayer 
is offered, and a brief message is usuaily 
brought by some friend of the Times. The 
staff has happy memories of fellowship at 
these meetings with missionaries from many 
lands, Bible teachers, ministers, Sunday- 
school workers, and other Christian men 
and women from many walks of life. 

A short time ago they listened with much 
pleasure to a young man of whom they 
had been hearing for a number of years. 
Strangely enough his name has been asso- 
ciated with a small bronze pig kept in the 
office safe, into which from time to time 
contributions are dropped for the American 
His name is Wilbur 
Chapman, and he came with William M. 
Danner, Secretary of the Mission, and an- 
other friend of Mr. Danner’s who has done 
much for the lepers. 

Twenty years ago, when Wilbur was a 
small boy living in a Kansas town, he heard 
the story of the friendless leper people. 
For the first time he learned that lepers 


had no homes, that they were feared and 
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hated because of their disease, and that 
they were the most hopeless people on 
earth. He discovered that no one would 
share anything with them, and he could 
not understand that, for he remembered 
-the many times his mother had sent him 
with a bowl of hot soup to a sick neigh- 
bor. The young lad’s heart was deeply 
stirred, and he thought something should 
be done about it,—but what? That was 
the question. 

There came a visitor into Wilbur’s home 
who unconsciously solved the problem. Be- 
fore the visitor left he slipped three silver 
dollars into Wilbur’s hand, and immediately 
Wilbur said to himself: “I will buy a pig 
and feed him until he is ready for market.” 
In due time, the pig was purchased and 
mamed Pete. Wilbur shared his plan with 
his school playmates, and they were eager 
to help feed Pete, so they brought ears of 
corn from their father’s fields, saved rem- 
nants from their school lunches, and did 
everything they could to help make this 
pig ready for market as soon as possible. 
Finally Pete was sold for $25, which was 
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enough to provide complete care for a 
leper child for an entire year. 

The staff of Tue SunpAay ScHoo, TIMES 
heard about Wilbur and Pete many years 
ago, and, since they could not keep a live 
pig, they bought a small bronze pig bank 
and fed it instead. Today there are over 
80,000 of these bronze pigs in the United 
States gathering funds so that more lepers, 
wrecks of humanity, repulsive because of 
their disfiguration, may be rehabilitated and 
made whole through the matchless grace of 
our Lord Jesus Christ who, being moved 
with compassion, put forth his hand and 
touched the leper. 

It was Mr. Danner himself who had 
visited in Wilbur’s home, and while Mr, 
Danner has often told the Tres’ staff 
of the wonderful work among the lepers, 
it was a particular pleasure to welcome 
him and his young friend together at the 
prayer meeting. The home office of the 
American Missions to Lepers, which carries 
on a ministry of healing and true Gospel 
preaching in many lands, is at 156 Fifth 
Avenue, New York City. 











Girls’ Problems of Today 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 














Questions for answer, and other communi- 
cations, may be addressed to Mother Ruth, 
The Sunday School Times, 323-327 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. No names 
or addresses or identity will be published 
in The Sunday School Times; and if ques- 
tions are too personal for an answer in 
these columns, Mother Ruth will be glad 
to reply individually if possible, if return 
postage is. enclosed, 


Dear Mother Ruth: My girl friend and I 
attend the Church, in P. . We met 
you at the conference last summer, and hope 
to go again next year. Some things have been 
bothering us, so we thought we would ask 
you about them. One of them is cards. My 
father lives in Maine, a real rural district, The 
neighbors get together, as neighbors do, and 
play whist and bridge on winter even’ngs. When 
I go home on vacation they expect me to play, 
and as I am doing my best to follow Christ 
“every step of the way” I am wondeging if I 
should play. Please understand this is in no 
way gambling, for there are no prizes in the 
homes. It is just a pleasant way to pass a 
long evening. I don’t especially care for cards; 
I would rather read a good story, but one can’t 
be very sociable reading a book. I started to 
be a Christian about a year ago, and I haven’t 
touched cards but twice since. Once was at one 
of the neighbor’s, and we played a simple game 
something like ‘‘Fish.”” The next evening, at 
my home, we played a game with cards. Did 
I do wrong? My girl friend would like to know 
whether playing solitaire is unchristian. She 
hasn’t played it for almost a year, but enjoys 
it very much. 

My close friend and classmate is not a Chris- 
tian and, therefore, has of course different views 
on movies, dances, and the lite. I have tried 
to get her to attend church with me, but she 
doesn’t like to, and as her father thinks I go 
in order that I may see the boys, he has for- 
bidden her to go, telling her she can attend 
church nearer home; he doesn’t object to her 
going to the movies at that distance. Here is 
the question about all this: Should I keep on 
being an intimate friend and chum, and try to 
influence her, or should I break off, and “chum” 
with only Christian girls? 

Please give us some hints as to how we may 
entertain a crowd of young people, boys and 
girls — who might not all be sincere Christians 
—and not have any kissing games; but we 
want to make the party so interesting that they 
would have a good time without them. We 
object strongly to them, and would like to have 
your answer to it and also one from the Bible. 








Here is another, on the subject of boys. On 
meeting on the street a fellow with whom I 
have been to ride and haven’t heard from in 
several weeks, should I stop and talk, or let 
him stop first? He has been to church and 
accepted Christ. As he works on a farm, it 
is hard to come until late. My friend and I 
would like to have some boy friends, but can’t 
seem to find any who would be willing to be 
just chums, I feel that when God gets ready 
He will send Mr. Right my way, and though 
it would be pleasant to have some boy friends, 
I am quite willing to wait, for I want God 
to lead me. 

Y DEAR GIRL: If you will turn to 

Matthew 7:13, 14 you will read, 
“Enter ye in’at the strait gate: for wide 
is the gate, and broad is the way, that lead- 
eth to destruction, and many there be which 
go in thereat: because straight is the gate, 
and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto 
life, and few there be that find it.” To 
answer you according to my thinking might 
lead you to call me narrow, and I should 
not want you to take a stand against the 
cards, dancing, and movies, because I see 
the harm in them; but I would have you 
settle this question by talking with the 
Master, and being led by the Holy Spirit. 

A close friendship with one who does 
not love the Lord is an influence causing 
you to weigh these things, and it has a 
tendency to make you want to please the 
one for whom you care. But sift it down 
to just pleasing the Lord, and what do you 
think he would say to you? 

Settle the question: To whom do these 
things belong? If to the Evil One, shun 
them! If to a life of righteousness, cling 
to them! Make decisions about all things 
under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, and 
you will not hesitate very long, but will 
see conclusively who originated and who 
carries them on. Do they lead to purity, 
high ideals, upright character, and a deener 
spiritual life with God, the Holy One? 
If you can see the wrong in them, come 
out boldly for God, and don’t tamper 
with them. God can use those in his 
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service- who are “hungering and thirsting 
after righteousness.” He needs children 
to honor him, like the man in the First 
Psalm, who “walketh not in the counsel of 
the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of 
sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scorn- 
ful.” It does not matter where cards are 
played —they belong to the originator of 
them, and are a waste of time and un- 
worthy of those who expect to spend eter- 
nity with God and the glorified saints. 
Settle it with your Lord! The important 
question is not whether you enjoy solitaire, 
but whether it fits into this principle: 
“Whatsoever ye do, do it heartily as to 
the Lord, and not unto men. . . ye serve 
the Lord Christ” (Col. 3:23, 24). Read 
also Colossians 3:1, 2, and 2 Corinthians 
4: 18, 

As to the game question, there are many 
books explaining good games, apd any 
library should have them. It all means 
to be determined to do the clean, God- 
honoring act at all times, and under prayer- 
ful guidance, so that a “good time” may be 
had in a Christian way. No person is as 
happy in all that he does as the one guided 
by the Holy Spirit. Don’t hesitate to take 
your stand at all times for that which will 
please HIM! Then you will be filled with 
true joy, so that others will want to know 
about it. 

The boy question? Never seek the boy, 
but always wait to be sought. Always be 
courteous, never failing to be a true lady, 
and be natural. Don’t get siliy because a 
boy pays you any attention, but rather be 
so pleasant and helpful that you will fore- 
stall all merely sentimental advances, that 
you may have friends only with those who 
are wanting real friendship, and in a whole- 
some manner. If you follow your Lord 
and Master you will not want to have a 
friendship with those who do not know 
him, but will be drawn only to those who 
know the way of salyation. God help you 
to be true! 

w 


Honoring America's 
Sunday School Teachers 


ILLIONS may march, bands play, 

flags fly, and thousands of speeches 
may be given, all in honor of America’s 
two million Sunday-school teachers, on 
October 6, 1934, which will be observed in 
every community of the land as Sunday 
School Teachers’ Recognition Day. 

A national committee has been formed, 
comprising the Sunday-school leaders of 
more than a score of the largest denomi- 
nations, and other religious organizations. 
A Philadelphia committee of -laymen, of 
which Dr. William T. Ellis, of Swarth- 
more, Pa., is chairman, are in charge of 
the actual arrangements. 

The program calls for Sunday-school 
parades everywhere on the afternoon of 
Saturday, October 6, with public mass 
meetings that same night, and special ser- 
mons and local recognition services on 
the following day. 

Most Americans are, or have been, in 
the Sunday-school—there are now more 
than twenty million enrolled; but there has 
never been any public recognition of the 
vast host of two million Sunday-school 
teachers and officers who, wnsalaried and 
unsung, have been one of the major in- 
fluences in the country’s life. 
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LESSON 9. MARCH 4. JESUS’ TESTIMONY CONCERNING HIMSELF | 


International Uniform Lesson.—Matthew 11 : 2 to 12:50; printed text, 11: 2-6, 16-19, 25-30 
Golden Text.—Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and | will give you rest.—Matt. 11:28 











The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee 
for printing in the lesson helps is Matt. 11 : 2-6, 16-19, 25-30 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 

Matt. 11:2 Now when John had heard in the prison the works 
of Christ, he sent two of his disciples, 

3 And said unto him, Art thou he that should come, or do we 
look for another? 

4 Jesus answered and said unto them, Go and shew John again 
those things which ye do hear and see: 

5 The blind receive their sight, and the lame walk, the lepers are 
cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the poor 
have the gospel preached to them. 

6 And blessed is he, whosoever shall not be offended in me. 


16 But whereunto shall I liken this generation? It is like unto 
children sitting in the markets, and calling unto their fellows, 

17 And saying, We have piped unto you, and ye have not danced; 
we have mourned unto you, and ye have not lamented. 

18 For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, He 
hath a devil. 

19 The Son of man came eating and drinking, and they say, 
Behold a man gluttonous, and a wine-bibber, a friend of publicans 
and sinners. But wisdom is justified of her children. 

25 At that time Jesus answered and said, I thank thee, O Father, 
Lord of heaven and earth, because thou hast hid these things from 
the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes. 

26 Even so, Father: for so it seemed good in thy sight. 

27 All things are delivered unto me of my Father: and no man 
knoweth the Son, but the Father; neither knoweth any man the 
Father, save the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son will reveal him. 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


Matt. 11:2 Now when John heard in the prison the works of 
the Christ, he sent by his disciples 3 and said unto him, Art thou 
he that cometh, or look we for another? 4 And Jesus answered 
and said unto them, Go and tell John the things which ye hear and 
see: 5 the blind receive their sight, and the lame walk, the lepers 
are cleansed, and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the 
poor have * good tidings preached to othem. 6 And blessed is he, 
whosoever shall find no occasion of stumbling in me. 

16 But whereunto shall I liken this generation? It is like unto 
children sitting in the marketplaces, who call unto their fellows 17 
and say, We piped unto you, and ye did not dance; we wailed, and 
ye did not *? mourn. 18 For John came neither eating nor drinking, and 
they say, He hath a demon. 19 The Son of man came eating and 
drinking, and they say, Behold, a gluttonous man and a winebibber, 
a friend of *publicans and sinners! And wisdom ‘is justified by 
her ® works, 


25 At that season Jesus answered and:said, I *thank thee, O 
Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that thou didst hide these things 
from the wise and understanding, and didst reveal them unto babes: 
26 yea, Father, 7for so it was well-pleasing in thy sight. 27 All 
things have been delivered unto me of my Father: and no one 
knoweth the Son, save the Father; neither doth any know the 
Father, save the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son willeth to reveal 
him. 28.Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and 
I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; 
for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your 
souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light. 





28 Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I 


will give you rest. 


29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and 
lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls. 


30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C. McQuilkin 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 


(74 HAT think ye of Jesus?” That 
\W was the question that pressed 
upon all Galilee after our Lord 

and his apostles had visited scores of cities 
and villages preaching and teaching and 
working miracles. Matthew, still follow- 
ing his remarkable topical plan, presents 
in Chapters 11 and 12 the response to 
the Kingdom teaching, showing how nine 
different persons or groups (beginning with 
John the Baptist) answered that great 
question. The way Christ himself an- 
swered it should determine our answer; 
in the light of “Jesus’ testimony concern- 
ing himseif,” as the lesson topic strikingly 
suggests, every other view must be tested. 


The Historical Setting 

John had been in prison probably a year, 
or nearly a year, when he sent the two 
disciples to Christ, following the Baptist’s 
brief, intensive ministry of eighteen months. 
This would be in the fall of A. D. 29. 
(See Luke 7:17-19; 7:10, 11; Matt. 8: 
5-13). 
Verse by Verse 

Matthew 11:2—When John had heard 
in the prison. In the castle of Machzrus, 
east of the Dead Sea, in a dark imner 
dungeon. 

Verse 3.—And said unto him. It was 
John’s own inquiry, made through the dis- 


ciples. Art thou he that should come, The . 


coming One, or the Messiah. Or do we 
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look for another? For John’s reason for 
doubting, see Special Topics. 


Verse 4.—Things which ye do hear and 
see. Note Luke 7: 21. 


Verse 5.—The blind receive their sight. 
These miracles fulfilled prophecy and at- 
tested his Messiahship (Isa. 61:1, 2; 35: 
sf). The dead are raised up. Shortly 
before this, the son of the widow of Nain 
was raised (Luke 7:11-18); possibly 
others were also. The poor have the gos- 
pel preached to them. The climax of his 
great works, as suggested in Luke 4: 18, 19. 

Verse 6.—Blessed is he, whosoever shall 
not be offended in me. This is part of the 
message to John, and includes a gentle 
rebuke. Happy is he who is not “caused 
to stumble” because Messiah does not seem 
to be doing what he expected. 

Verse 16.—But whereunto shall I liken 
this generation? Christ marveled at the 
unbelief of that generation, which was even 
then virtually rejecting John and. himself 
(Mark 6:6). The Pharisees and lawyers 
led and controlled this opposition (Luke 
7:36); the common people and the pub- 
licans were open to the message (Luke 7: 
29), but even they rejoiced in John’s light 
“for a season,” and did not go on with 
Christ (John 5:35). Like unto children 
sitting in’ the markets. The children in 
their play, in the market places, or open 
squares, imitated their elders’ expressions 
of joy and of mourning, playing wedding 
and funeral in a sort of follow-the-leader 
fashion. They were complaining that their 
companions did not respond. 


Verses 18, 19.—John came neither eat- 
The, Son of man. 


img nor drinking. .. . 


2Or, the gospel. 


2Gr., beat the breast. ® That is, collectors 
or renters of Roman taxes. * Or, was. ® Many ancient authori- 
ties read children: as in Luke 7:35. °Or, praise. "Or, that. 


American Standard Version copyright, 1929, by International Council 
of Religious Education. 


came eating and drinking. What they 
condemned John for not doing, they con- 
demned Jesus for doing, in each case as 
hypocrites, with evil hearts, who them- 
selves were condemned by the message of 
both. John as a Nazirite drank no wine, 
and took no part in feasting (Luke 1:15, 
80; Matt. 3:4). Jesus partook of the pure 
light wines (which they were accustomed 
to mingle with two parts water), and he 
shared in all the innocent social life. Wis- 
dom ts justified of her children. The re- 
sults, “children,” proved that God’s ways, 
with both John and Jesus, were perfect 
ways of wisdom. 


Verse 25.—At that time. On that occa- 
sion, Jesus answered. Not answering a 
direct question, but responding to the whole 
situation of his rejection and reception. I 
thank thee, O Father. Here is not resig- 
nation to the inevitable, but praise that it 
is just as it should be. Lord of heaven 
and earth. This ascription is not a pious 
phrase as so often our expressions in prayer 
are, but a recognition of the sovereignty 
of God in the affairs of Heaven and of 
earth. Thou hast hid these things from 
the wise and prudent. Not because they 
were wise and understanding, but because 
they were proud. Hast revealed them unto 
babes. Disciples of humble and contrite 
hearts, open to receive him. 


Verse 27.—All things are delivered unto 
me of my Father. From. eternity he was 
the Word, the revelation of God to man, 
and all God’s possessions were his; the 
reference is especially to the things con- 
cerning redemption (John 16:15). No man 
knoweth the Son, but the Father. A tre- 
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Lesson for March 4 


mendous_ statement, indicating absolute 
equality of being with the Father, exalted 
high above all creatures. Neither... the 
Father, save the Son. The knowledge of 
experience, perfect fellowship in the 
Father’s bosom (John 1:18). And he to 
whomsoever the Son will reveal him, Lit- 
erally “willeth to reveal him.” Only 
through the Son is the knowledge which 
is eternal life (John 14:6; 17:3, 21). 

Verse 28.—Come unto me. The statement 
of Christ’s sovereignty is immediately fol- 
lowed by the invitation to all men. 

Verse 290.—Take my yoke upon you. A 
beautiful figurative expression that means 
to become his disciples. Learn of me. Not 
outward teachings only, but the whole 
meaning of salvation. I am meek and lowly 
in. heart. How different from the Phari- 
see! - And to think that he is God! (Gal. 
5:23.) Ye shall find rest. A suggestion 
that the imparting of his meekness and his 
lowliness is necessary for a heart at rest 
(Rom. 5:1f; 8:1f). 

Verse 30.—My yoke is easy, and my bur- 
den its light. Delivered from the terrific 
burden of the law and of guilt (1 John 5: 
3; Matt. 23:4). 


The Heart of the Lesson 

A weary and heavy laden and restless 
world is turning its eyes in every direction 
except unto the One who said: “Come 
unto me.” ‘The whole church today is in 
danger of asking, with John the Baptist: 
“Are we to look for another?” But John 
addressed his inquiry to Jesus himself, and 
found new comfort and light. Many 
church leaders are telling us to look to the 
new science, the new sociology, the new 
psychology, the “new deal” in economics 
and politics. It is good to do all that we 
can in social and political life to overcome 
evils and improve conditions. But men 
who fix their faith on aught but Himself 
will never find rest. The orthodox Jews 
are still looking for Messiah. Many re- 
ligions are expectantly waiting for some 
great coming Deliverer. The Western 
world is looking to man and his wisdom 
to show the way out. But Christ is our 
blessed reality and rest for the present, 
and our Blessed Hope for the future, and 
for solving all the world’s problems. Heed 
his testimony concerning himself. For the 
secret of salvation and rest and satisfaction 
for the individual and for the nations is 
to be found alone in the words, “Come unto 
me.” 


Lesson Outlines 
RESPONSE TO KincpoM PREACHING 
In Chapters 11 and 12 we have the 
views of the following concerning Christ 
and his message: 

1. John the Baptist. 2. The Favored 
Cities. 3. Childlike Disciples. 4. The 
Heavenly Father. 5. The Lord Jesus 
Himself. 6. The Common People. 7. 
The Pharisees. 8. Isaiah the Prophet. 
9. The Evil Generation. 10. His 
Mother and Brothers. What is our 
view? 

Sters LeapInG To REstT 


1. Conviction of need: Sinful, weary, 
helpless, — “All ye that labour and are 
heavy laden.” 

2. Confidence in the all-sufficient Sav- 
iour:. all so personal, —‘“Unto me, ... 
I will give.” j 
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a Calendar 


The complete list .of International Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 323-327 N. 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen, 


9. March 4.—Jesus? Testimony™ Concernin, 
Himself Matthew 11:2 <a 750 
1. March 11 —Pabhe éf the ' Kingdom 
Matthew 13 : 1-52 
11, March 18.—Jesus Responds to Faith 
Matthew 13: 53 to 16:12 
12, March 25.—Review. 
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Second Quarter | 
1. April 1.—Confessing and Following 
CHE i vccietaae cavities Matt, 16 : 13 to 17 : 27 


Or, 

The Risen Christ (Easter Lesson). John 20 : 1-16 

2. April 8.—The Child and the Kingdom. 
Matt. 18 : 1-14; 19 : 13-15 

3. April 15.—Jesus Teaches Forgiveness 
Matt, 18 : 15-35 

4. April 22.—Our All for the Kingdom. 
Matt. 19 : 1-30 

5. April 29.—Christ’s Standard of Great- 
MOOD 6a6.g 6000056400408 tow endese Matt. 20 : 1-34 

6. May 6—Jesus Acclaimed as King. 
Matt. 21 : 1-46 








3. Committal of self to him: Freely 
offered, our responsibility to choose, — 
“Come unto me.” 


4. Complete in him: Children of God, 
satisfied with Christ, and growing into 
Christlikeness, — “I will give you rest.” 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


John the Baptist and Christ. “The 
law and the prophets were until John,” 
and he came proclaiming the twofold mes- 
sage of the Old Testament prophets — 
the sufferings of Christ and the glories 
that were to follow (1 Pet. 1:11). He 
proclaimed Christ as the Lamb of God and 
the Baptizer in the Holy Spirit; but also 
as the Baptizer in fire, the Judge who 
would cut down the evil trees and burn 
the chaff in unquenchable fire; he pro- 
claimed salvation, and also “the wrath to 
come” (Matt. 3: 7-12). 
sign in Christ’s ministry that these proph- 
ecies concerning judgment were being ful- 
filled. That was why John’s question arose. 
He, like the Old Testament prophets, did 
not know that Christ’s death and resur- 
rection would come first, then, a long 
period of preaching the Gospel, before the 
judgment and the glory at Christ’s return. 
Our Lord himself did not give both mes- 
sages together, as John did; in quoting 
Isaiah 61:1, 2, he stopped at the comma, 
with the words, “to proclaim the accept- 
able year of the Lord,” omitting “the day 
of vengeance of our God” (Luke 4: 18, 19). 


Other Special Topics. The Deity of 
Christ. Increasing Conflict with Phari- 
sees. Sign of the Prophet Jonah. The 
Unpardonable Sin. Christ’s Word of 
Judgment. Tribulation. Persecution. 


Practical and Personal Applications 


Have you come to Christ and found rest? 
His definite invitation is also a definite 
command: “Come unto me.” There can 
be no rest without removal of sin’s con- 
demnation; this brings peace with God. He 
who thus justifies us, by faith, also gives 
the peace that passes all understanding 
(Rom. 5:1; Phil. 4:6, 7). Believe him! 


Minister to the lowly! It was the hum- 
ble-hearted disciples who found Christ. 

Study prophecy—a light shining in a 
dark -place. We may know clearly what 


But there was no’ 
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John and the Old Testament prophets saw 
dimly (1 Pet. 1:11; 2 Pet. 1:10). 


Take all doubts to the Lord Jesus. He 
will not chide, but will deal gently with 
every honest doubt. 


Take the message to the Gentiles! God's 
Spirit was put upon Christ that he might 
give the message to all nations (Matt. 12: 
18). This is our commission today. 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


There is not needed another or a second 
Messiah, but it is needful that the same 
Messiah come the second time. 


Christ wills to reveal God to those who 
will to come to him. 


Christ came to deliver the captives, but 
he left. John in prison—#in order that 
John might have an infinitely greater de- 
liverance (Heb, 11:35; 2 Cor. 4:47; 18). 

The Lord appeared to be forgetting John, 
as we sometimes think he has forgotten us 
in our trouble: but not a hair of John’s 
head was forgotten —nor of ours, 


Some of the most terrific words of judg: 
ment ever uttered are in these two chap- 
ters in the midst of which Christ reveals 
himself as the meek and lowly in heart. 


In the same passage Christ gives testi- 
mony of himself as meek and lowly, and 
as equal with God, the Lord of Heaven 
and earth. 


Come to Jesus — with your doubts, with 
discouragement, sorrows, disappointments; 
questions, joys, weakness, treasures, — with 
yourself, 


We may be sure that Jesus sent to John 
just the message he needed, and it brought 
new light and comfort to his puzzled, trou- 
bled heart. 


Christ does not discount intelligence and 
education, for all the treasures of wisdom 
and knowledge are hidden in him; he calls 
men to be wise with the meekness of true 
wisdom (Jas. 3:13). 


Cotumpsra, S. C. 
w 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 
an unusual one, and accounts for their vari- 
ety, stimulus, and ee character. They 
are written by three members of The Sun- 
day School Times staff, — Mr. McQuilkin, 
Mrs. Askew, and Mr. Smith. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to 
different members of your class, letting them 
see whether they can discover the answers 
as given on a later page of this issue? 


HAT was it in the Lord’s answer to 
John’s inquiry that made it doubly sat- 
isfying and confirming? 

2. Did the Lord Jesus condemn John for 
the doubt in his mind implied by the question 
he asked? 

3. What testimonies that the Lord Jesus 
gave concerning himself are recorded in Mat- 
thew 12? 

4. How was our Lord’s attitude toward pub- 
licity from his own miracles in accord with 
his resistance to the second great temptation 
of Satan’s, as recorded by Matthew 4: 5-7? 


5. What is the first reference in the New 
Testament to the death and resurrection of 
Christ — an indirect reference, included in the 
present lesson? 

6. On what earlier occasion, recorded in 
John, did the Jews ask for a sign, and how 
did Jesus reply? 

7. Give in one word a great hindrance to 
finding truth, and in one word a great aid 
to finding truth, as suggested in the Lord’s’ 
message. 

8. How: might we have expected. Christ to 
answer John’s question? What does his way 
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of answering teach us about dealing with peo- 
ple’s questions regarding Christ? 

9. What famous verse in Matthew proves 
the deity of Christ, showing that he is equal 
with God? Is this the only passage in Mat- 
thew that shows that Jesus is God? 


10. What did Jesus say was a sin that could 
not be forgiven? hat shows that believers 
in Christ should not be troubled by the ques- 
tion whether they have committed the unpar- 
donable sin? 





Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are given 
on one of the later pages of this issue. 


The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 

for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to ten the total for any one lesson. 

The Cleansing Pool.—The lepers are 
cleansed (Matt. 11:5). “Every one who 
goes to Yellowstone Park goes to Hand- 
kerchief Pool. It has about it one thing 
you will find nowhere else. Drop your 
handkerchief on its surface. Down to the 
bottom it will descend. Then a current 
will draw it out of sight. But do not 
think you have lost your handkerchief. 
In a little while the honest pool will hand 
it back to you laundered. You have to 
wait only a few moments. Then your 
handkerchief begins to reappear. Finally 
it comes out into the bottom of the pool 
before your eyes. Take the iron rod at 
hand and pick it out, and then you will find 
that the test stain you put upon it has dis- 
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appeared. You and your handkerchief 
have had a new experience.” What a type 
of the divine fountain, which not only 
cleanses lepers, but, what is infinitely more 
wonderful, the hearts of sinful men—From 
Challenge. Sent by Kathryn G. Woodside, 
Three Rivers, New Mexico. 


A Safe Endorsement.—For this is he, 
of whom it is written, Behold, I send my 
messenger (v. 10). Sometimes a new stu- 
dent of the Bible Institute comes to me to 
endorse a check for him, as the cashier 
does not know him. When I do so, the 
cashier raises no more questions, for she 
can hold me responsible. So our Lord en- 
dorses Moses, David, Isaiah, and all the 
other writers of “the law, the prophets, and 
the psalms,” and I am perfectly satisfied 
with his endorsement.—From J. H. Hunter, 
in The King’s Business, Sent by Albert 
Mygatt, Carthage, S. D. 


Better than Rest-Stones.—Come unto 
me,...and I will give you rest (Golden 
Text). India has many boy merchants, 
and for their use, as they journey, the 
charitable have placed rest-stones along the 
roads. A woman missionary once passed 
a weary little fellow as he reclined against 
one of these stones, and quoted the above 
verse to him. The lad was invited to the 
mission school, and there he learned to 
love Jesus. His face lighted up as he 
heard the verse beginning “The Lord is 
my rock.” “That is better than any rest- 
stone,” he said. “It keeps one rested all 
the time.”"—From The Christian Herald, 
Sent by Arlowene B. Ellis, Rochester, 
Minn, 


Where Not to Cast Anchor.—Come unto 
me (Golden Text). Dr. Chalmers ex- 
horted a sick person who was looking too 
much within and too little toward Christ: 
“T beseech you, do not cast your anchor 
within the hold of the ship.”—From “5000 
Best Illustrations.” Sent by Mrs. B. G. 
Dowen, Eastbourne, Sussex, Eng. Prize 
illustration, 
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When Facing Suicide.—Come unto me, 


. « - I will give you rest (Golden Text). \ 


The Rev. J. Yamaguchi wrote to the Chil- 
dren’s Special Service Mission regarding 


one man he met. “He is a pickle-seller in: 


Omuta. Because of family troubles he lost 
heart and decided to put himself into the 
crater of Mount Aso [a volcano]. But 
face to face with death he could find no 
peace, “As he lay on the ground near the 
crater, he saw written on a post: ‘Come 
unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest.’ Then the 
following words: ‘Let any who are labour- 
ing under heavy burdens and wish to hear 
Christ’s loving call come without hesitation 
to the Uchinomaki Church.” He came, 
deeply convicted of his sins, and joy‘ully 
accepted Christ as his Saviour.”—From 
Christian Life Calendar. Sent by Howard 
M. Green, Hornell, N. Y. 


What the Canon Learned.—And ye 
shall find rest unto your souls (v. 29). 
When Canon Harford-Battersby of Kes- 
wick came back in 1874 from the Oxford 
Conference, he -was asked what he had 
learned there that was new, and he replied, 
“T learned the difference between a strug- 
gling and a resting faith.”"—From W. H. 
Griffith Thomas. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
Ewell, Surrey, Zng. 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Miracles of Today.—Go and shew John 
again those things which ye do hear and see 
(Matt. 11:4). I wonder if I would be put 
down as lacking in due reverence by my 
Cornercopias —I know I will not by my 
Iron Rosers —if I should say John Bap- 
tist, like most country-bred men, was 
“from Missouri” with a vengeance. He 
not only had to be shown, but had to be 
shown “again.” We are not told how many 
times he had been shown before. 

John was like most of us. He had his 
moments! Why, bless your heart, I have 
been showing you for months and years 
the blessed work the Master has been 
doing right where you live, and you are 
not yet convinced by his miracles of grace. 
For in the power of the Holy Spirit these 
miracles go right on, The town’s most 
dangerous citizen has become a pillar of 
the church. The crazy drunkard is back 
in his right mind and living happily and 
prosperously with his restored family. 

In the physical realm the blind see ke- 
cause Christendom’s surgeon has seen to 
that. The deaf hear because the Christian 
specialist has seen to it. The poor have 
the Gospel preached to them because the 
Salvation Army and the Rescue Mission 
has seen to that, night after night, when 
the churches are dark. 

Sunday-schools all up and down the land 
are busy working for this same Lord Jesus. 
I happen to have had one of these little 
Sunday-schools for over forty years in the 
poorest part of a steel town. In all these 
years miracles have been working out right 
under my own eyes and within my own 
touch, Any “John” who could see and 
know the changes in folks at Rock Run 
would need only one visit to be convinced 
that the Carpenter of Nazareth was in very 
truth the long-looked-for Messiah. ‘The 
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Holy :Spirit has seen to that. (John 14: 
12; Matt. 21: 21). 


“Youngsters” Again.— Because thou 
hast hid these things from the wise and 
prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes 
(v.25). .Polk Miller, the distinguished 
lecturer from Richmond, Va., said one 
night in his address on “The Ways of the 
Old South,” and in reference to the emo- 
tional nature of. the colored folks, “I would 
give all the world if I could just have the 
simple childlike’ Christian faith of my old 
black mammy.” 

When one of my high-brow intellectual 
friends goes into eruption about the folk 
lore of the Bible and winds up with, “I 
don’t believe in all that nonsense about 
answefed prayer,” I just laugh at him. 
Then giving him my best Chester County 
ear to ear grin, I knock him down by 
quietly saying, “Old chap, don’t you wish 
you did!” His belief or disbelief makes 
not the slightest difference to me, but it 
makes all the difference in the world to 
him, and down in his heart he knows it. 
(Psa. 73: 13-17.) 

Here in this manufacturing community 
I have for years made it a matter of duty 
to visit my sick, either in home or hospital. 
I always take some little thing, usually a 
small glass of guava jelly,-or honey. And 
I always have a word or two of prayer. 
Now. I don’t tell God that “Tommy” is 
sick, and other “news,” for he already 
knows the details. 

Taking “Tommy’s” hand in mine I tell 
God we are simply two of his little chil- 
dren, coming to him in our troubles for 
his comfort and help. That is all, and that 
is enough. Just our being there and look- 
ing up to him as his children is our most 
eloquent prayer. If the family or nurse 
is present we say together, as we close, 
that prayer Mother taught us when a little 
tot at her knee, “Our Father which art 
in Heaven.” 

I was raised and educated among “the 
wise and prudent.” Read and studied the 
same deep (?) intellectual stuff for years. 
Had the same swelled head and puffed-out 
breast. Then one happy day, too, long a 
story for here, found myself in the “babe” 
class, and have been “nothing but a happy, 
laughing kid,” ever since, as you must have 
discovered before this! Dear me! Don’t 
the ribald ones call this the “Funny 
Column of THE SunpAy ScHoo, TIMES” 
because it exudes the hilarity of boyhood! 


The Easy Yoke.—For my yoke is casy, 
and my burden is light (v. 30). In these days 
a yoke of oxen is a rare sight here in the 
East. Time was- when every progressive 
farmer had his yoke of oxen. The oxen 
combined reliable motive power with beef. 
A fine yoke of oxen was worth big money. 
Slow but safe. And how old Buck and 
Berry, when they got their heads down 
and shoulder to shoulder, could pull! No 
doubt Solomon used them to haul Hiram’s 
logs when the Temple was building. The 
Bible narrative is full of oxen. Up in that 
Galilee farming district they were as famil- 
jar a sight as tractors on Eastern Penn- 
sylvania farms. 

Now here is a slant on the Gospel nar- 
rative that I have never seen, have you? 
Old Ned Yunkin was the one-legged mail 
carrier. He wore a peg leg. He was at 
me all the time to have one of our pattern 
makers try his hand at making him a 
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wooden leg that would be “easy. and. com- 
fortable.” Said Ned, “’Tain’t every fellow 
knows how to make a wooden leg for an 
old soldier.” ‘ 

Now it was not every wood worker who 
knew how to make an ox yoke. They are 
all worked out by hand and are big and 
heavy. If the yoke does not fit, the neck 
of the ox is chafed and galled and made 
sore, Perhaps one of the specialties of 
that Nazareth carpenter shop was ox yokes. 
When Christ said, “My yoke is easy,” did 
he have in mind as he drew his metaphor 
those fine ox yokes he used to make? 

Here is the application: He who fash- 
ioned us knows every nerve and curve of 
our spiritual necks (John 2: 24, 25). When 
we go to work for him and put on the yoke 
it fits so nicely and easily the burdens of 
life roll along without any raw necks and 
smarting sores. Do not the Editors of this 
paper know, do not all faithful ministers 
and Sunday-school teachers know, do not 
the self-sacrificing missionaries know, AND 
DON’T I KNOW who have been pushing 
the Lord’s easy yoke right here all these 
years! He knew me and could make the 
perfect fit. The motto of the Ridgway clan 
is “Mihi Gravato Deus” (“God fits my bur- 
den to me”). 

COATESVILLE, Pa. 

we 


The 1933 Index to the Times will add to 
the usefulness of your file of copies. Price 
15 cents, postpaid. The Sunday School 
Times Co., 325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia. 
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Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H.. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
The King and His Kingdom 


IX. The King’s Testimony Concerning 
Himself 


(1) To John, his herald. 

(2) To the multitudes, his hearers. 
(3) To the cities of his miracies. 
(4) To the weary and heavy laden. 











HESE two chapters (11 and 12) in 

Matthew’s Gospet are indeed rich in 
our Lord’s testimony to himself, and hold 
an important place in Matthew’s argument 
that this Jesus of Nazareth was most surely 
the Messiah, judging him by his genealogy, 
his birth, his baptism, his great victory over 
temptation, his matchless teaching and 
preaching, his miracle-power, both in him- 
self and as conferred upon his chosen band 
of twelve. (Can you not, for yourself, 
locate, by references, these sections of this 
Gospel, in chapters 1 to 10?) We are ready 
to hear a man’s testimony concerning him- 
self when his life and works. have already 
spoken for him with convincing power; so 
now this King speaks concerning himself 
and you may claim your girls’ attention to 
his claims, under the several divisions sug- 
gested above for chapter 11, to be followed 
by their home reading in chapter 12. 


(1) Do your girls know the whole story 
of John the Herald? Here is a good time 
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to have one of them tell it to the others, 
as vividly outlined in Mark’s sixth chapter 
and Matthew’s fourteenth, Then they will 


be prepared to understand this pleading © 


query of John’s to Jesus, “Art thou he 
that cometh, or look we for another?” and 
the comfort John must have found in the 
reply of the Christ, testifying to himself 
through his works and by his own word, as 
to his Messiahship. 

(2) This testimony occasioned the next, 
for the Lord immediately took this oppor- 
tunity to speak those words of highest 
commendation of his herald, John, and with 
them to combine his own word concerning 
himself, to the listening crowds. Of course, 
he said, neither the herald nor the very 
King himself satisfied them all, but he 
warns them — “He that hath ears to hear, 
let him hear” this declaration of truth. 


(3) Solemn indeed is the King’s testi- 
mony to those cities in which his divine 
miracles had been wrought —and yet had 
not accepted such testimony to himself. 
Perhaps your best way to make Chorazin, 
Beihsaida, and Capernaum real to your 
young “moderns” is (beside using a map) 
to substitute the names of three comparable 
cities of their own region, and ask the girls 
what they think would be the reaction in 
them, if the miracles of Christ himself 
could be done in them? Would they re- 
pent and receive the Christ of God upon 
such testimony ? 

(4) Are your girls still too young and 
care free to feel the final testimony of 
this King to the weary-hearted — that he 
can and will give his rest unto their souls? 
Such rest is not longed for in youth, usually 
+ but can you. not testify to them that if, 
while young, they will become the King’s 
yokefellows they will find all life’s burdens 
“easy” and the deep heart within always 
“light” in his service? 


Home Study 


What further testimonies, and to whom, 
can you find in Matthew’s twelfth chapter? 
Decatur, Ga. 


Teaching by Objects 
By Ethel S. Low 





MateriaL: A Christian business 
man whom the Sunday-school scholars 
love and respect. 











E ALL have great respect for Mr. 

A. We believe him to be honest, a 
man of his word, In fact, we have all 
confidence in him. Suppose, as he stands 
here before us today, he should begin to 
tell us that he had restored sight to the 
blind, had made the lame walk, had cleansed 
lepers, had restored hearing to the deaf, 
had cast out demons, and had raised the 
dead — Why, what is the matter? He 
couldn’t do those things? But he is an 
honest man, and if he tells you he has done 
them— You say he’d have to show you? 
Yes, and me, too. 

Jesus Christ claimed all these things, and 
nobody questioned them, because thousands 
had seen them done, and there were many 
going about their work well and. full of 
strength because he had touched them. Not 
one could deny that he had done these 
things. Jesus Christ spoke as one having 
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authority, and he had demonstrated his 
power over earthly and demon powers. 

But when. he claimed greater things, 
many stumbled at them, and would not 
believe, but those who believed and tested 
him found his word true. The greatest 
thing he claimed in today’s lesson was that 
he could give rest to the soul, and thou- 
sands have tested this down through the 
centuries and have found it true. How 
foolish it would sound to us if any person, 
even Mr. A. here or those in whom we 
have the most confidence, would promise 
us, in this day of turmoil, that he could 
keep our soul in peace and rest. Only 
God can make and keep such a promise. 
Jesus Christ said, and still says, “Come 
unto me, and I will give you rest.” 


ODESTO, CAL. 


Say, Fellows,— 


Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


How tke Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: ‘‘?” 

Discussion: What are some of the ques- 
tions that are being asked about Jesus 
Christ today? And how does the Bible, 
the only authority, answer them? 


Objective: Claiming the promise of Mat- 

thew 7:7, 8 

AY, fellows, the interrogation point is 

the symbol of one of your most useful 
servants. Somewhat like the antenna by 
which the radio reaches into the ether and 
draws into itself sounds that are interest- 
ing, informing, amusing, delightful. Your 
servant has a short name. It is Ask. 
Sometimes it is called Seek, and at other 
times, Knock. Humans never knew the 
true value of this servant until our Lord 
introduced it in his Sermon on the Mount, 
which we recently studied. He said, “Ask, 
and it shall be given you; seek, and ye 
shall find; knock, and it shall be opened 
unte you” (Matt. 7:7). 

John the Baptist must have heard that 
saying of the Lord Jesus, for later on 
when he was in prison greatly wondering 
—much puzzled—he sent two of his 
friends to Jesus with this question: “Art 
thou he that should come?” This was the 
same John who had stood on the banks 
of the Jordan and, pointing to Jesus, said, 
“Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh 
away the sin of the world.” But John 
had been cast into prison. He could not 
see Jesus any more. Down in that damp, 
dark dungeon, with the sword hanging 
over his head, knowing it might fall at 
any moment, it would be only natural for 
John to wonder —even to doubt. In dark- 
ness and lonelizess and in imminent peril 
of his life, shut away from his active world 
where he had _ rejoiced to proclaim Jesus 
as the Messiah, it is no wonder that the 
question would come into John’s mind as 
to whether or not, after all, he might have 
been mistaken. 

So John does a very wise thing — the 
wisest of all the things he could possibly 
do. Remembering this servant, Ask-Seek- 
Knock, who had been commended by the 
Lord in his great sermon, John makes use 
of that servant; and, sending by two of 
his friends, asks Jesus: “Art thou he?” 

And oh, what an answer he got! How 


-satisfying, how all convincing! The proph- 


ecy about the Messiah, in Isaiah 61, which 
Jesus had read in the synagogue and stated 
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he came to fulfill, was now being actually 
fulfilled in detail: the blind received sight, 
the lame walked, the lepers were cleansed, 
the deaf heard, the dead were raised to life, 
and to the poor the Gospel was preached. 
Not only that, but I am confident those 
two friends had lingered to hear what Jesus 
said about John, himself, and they took that 
to him, too. So John knew once more of 
a certainty that Jesus is the Christ of God 
—the Messiah—the Lamb. whose shed 
blood would take away the sins of the 
world. Also that he, John, was the true 
messenger of God—to go before the face 
of the Lord. 

John could now be content. No matter 
what happened to him by the hand of 
Herod’s bloody guards, no matter how dark 
the dungeon, everything was all right. His 
work had been done, and his Lord ap- 
proved. Nothing else mattered. 

Fellows, the biggest question that can 
ever come into your mind is the question 
about Jesus. Do not fear it; it is a rea- 
sonable and a wholesome question. Only 
you be sure to ask it—and to direct your 
servant, the interrogation, to Jesus, him- 
self. Don’t risk the answer to your most 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “’ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories"’ 
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Lesson for’March 4 


' vital. of all questions to the enemies of 
Jesus, nor to those who do not care; but 
make sure to ask Jesus. He will give you 
the answer that satisfies. 


Greenssoro, N, C. 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, we 
do thank thee for the marvelous grace that has 
been bestowed upon us through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. - His benefits are beyond comparison. 
His loving-kindness overflows. We thank thee 
for the abundant testimony to his sonship in 
the record concerning himself, in his own words, 
and in the words of. others. May we realize that 
through faith in him we are joint heirs with 
him and that in him we find rest and joy and 
power in the salvation which he offers. May 
we not be content with anything less concerning 
him than the Scriptures set forth, and may we 
not. modify our thought of him through any 
willful denial of his full perfection, or in neglect 
of the great facts upon which our faith is 
founded. We ask this in his victorious name, 
Amen. 


After the Lesson.—It seems so strange 
that men will not believe all that Jesus said 
about himself. Let us try not to make him 
less the Christ of God than he himself said 
that he was. He not only proved his one- 
ness with God by his works in the days 
when he was upon the earth, but has he 
not proved that oneness in the miracles 
which we ourselves have seen in the lives 
of those who are born again? Has he not 
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proved himself to us in our own lives? 
What a list that is in the fifth verse of 
this eleventh chapter of Matthew! Let: us 
say that verse over together, and then let 
us say also the Golden Text. If any of us 
in this room have any doubt about the Lord 
Jesus, why not give ourselves over to him 
in simple faith and in full surrender, and 
see how wonderfully his presence in our 
lives will work out in us as new greatures 
in Christ Jesus. All we have to do is to 
come, and then he will give. That means 
each one of us. Are we willing to receive 
the blessing that is there for us, and for us 
to pass on to others? 


PHILADELPHIA, 


For Primary Teachers 
By Edith Goreham Clarke 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
“Truly this man was the Son of God.” 
1. What is a prophecy? 

2. How the Lord Jesus fulfilled Isaiah’s 
prophecy. 


3. A doubting man sends to the Lord for 
reassurance. 











AVE you ever wished you could look 

‘into the future and see what is going 
to happen? God has told us in the Bible 
of many things that are going to happen. 
We call these prophecies. Some of them 
have already come to pass, but there are 
others which are yet to happen. We know 
for certain that they will come to pass be- 
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cause the others have, and because God 
says they will. 
Let us see who will be the first to ‘find 
Isaiah 35: 5, 6, and let us read it together. 
God had told Isaiah what to write down, 











He Knows He Saw It 


in the Times 
But Where? 


That’s what is puzzling him right 
now. But it wouldn’t, if he had a 
copy of the annual index to the TIMEs, 
He could find the article he is 
looking for, under title, author, or 
department. 

How much more useful your file of 
copies would be with the 1933 Index 
at hand. 

The cost is very small—15 cents post- 
paid. Why not order your copy now. 
It is just off the press, 
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so what he says here did come to pass as 
it always does. 

Refer the children to the verses in our 
lesson (Matt. 11: 1-6) which are almost 
identical with these verses in Isaiah. Ex- 
plain that when isaiah wrote these words, 
he was prophesying about what the prom- 
ised Messiah would do, so that when he 
came people would be able to recognize 
him by his deeds, 

John the Baptist had been put into prison 
by the wicked King Herod. He had al- 
ways lived in the open-air, and the shut-in 
prison life stifled his free spirit, and doubt 
crept into his mind. If this was really the 
promised Messiah why did he not set up 
his Kingdom on earth and deliver his Fore- 
runner from prison? Had he not read Isa- 
iah 61:1 in the synagogue at Nazareth 
(Luke 4:18) and applied it to himself? So 
John sends two of his disciples to the Lord 
to ask him: “Art thou he that should 
come ?” 

How quick we are to doubt! Had not 
John heard God’s voice from Heaven, say- 
ing: “This is my beloved Son,” and had 
he not seen the Spirit of God descending 
upon him like a dove? But our Lord is 
kind and sympathetic, so he says: Go and 
tell John how I am fulfilling the things 
prophesied of me, and then he will doubt no 
longer, for only the Son of God could do 
these things. 

If we would only go to our Lord when 
doubts creep into our minds, they would 
soon be banished. 


Expression Work 


Teach the Memory Verse (Matt. 11:5), 
and ask the children to give you one ex- 
ample of how each sentence was fulfilled. 
If they are unable to do so, give them an 
example yourself, and have them look it up, 
e. g., “The blind receive their sight” (Matt. 
Q: 27-30). 

York, Enc. 


This Week's Questions Answered 
(Oe the lowes Ser. Mash 4) 


1. John doubtless was perfectly familiar 
pgs 3 the prophecies concerning the character 
of him who was to come, as in Isaiah 61, 
and others; thus in the Lord Jesus’ answer, 
he saw this fulfillment of those prophecies. 


2. No; he rather commended John, In fact, 
he paid the highest tribute to him that any 
man could receive. 


(1) To the Pharisees concerning his 
iii over the Sabbath, 12:6, 8; (2) in 
not allowing the beneficiaries of his ‘miracles 
to make him known, and thus fulfilling Isa- 
iah’s prophecy, 12: 15-21; (3) his testimony 
to the indwelling Holy Spirit as the divine 
power of his miracles, 12: 25-28; (4) his re- 
fusal to grant the desired “sign” as to his 
deity to the scribes and Pharisees, 12: 38-40; 
(5) his testimony to his own family as to the 
highest relationship to himself, 12: 46-50. 


4. Evidently our Lord would not establish 
his claims to the Messiahship on public ac- 
claim, on the meze notoriety or popularity of 
a wonder-worker, as Matthew expressly states 
in 12: 15-21; even as he refused to bring 
himself into popular notice by throwing him- 
self down from the Temple, in the beginning 
of his ministry. 


5. Matthew 12:40, the reference to the 
sign of the prophet Jonah, and to the Son 
of ia being three days in the heart of the 
ear 


. In Jerusalem, at the first cleansing of 
an” Temple (John 2:18). Jesus then also 
gave them the sign of his resurrection in 
enigmatical terms. 


7. Pride. Humility. 
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8. We might have expected him to say, 
directly, “Yes, am the Messiah.” His, 
method was to present the facts, and let John 
come to his own conclusion through a thought- 
ful consideration of the facts, which form the 
basis for his faith. 


Matthew 11:27. All through Matthew 
Christ’ s deity is set forth, and the Book would 
be unexplainable if Jesus were not God. 


10. Declaring that the works of Christ, 
wrought by the power of the Holy Spirit, were 
worked by the power of Satan. Hearts thus 
evil, calling light darkness, were hardened 
against forgiveness. If one is troubled about 
it, that is evidence that he is not thus hard- 
en 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











Mar. 11, What Did Religion Mean to Jesus? 
Luke 10 : 25-28; Acts 10: 38. 
Sunday, March 4 


Jesus in Poetry (Rev. 5 : 11-14) 
(Consecration meeting) 





Mon.—The Servant of God (Isa. 42: 1-4) 
Tues.—The Prince of Peace (Isa. 9:6, 7). 
Wed.—The messenger (Luke 4: 16-21). 
Thurs.—Poetry of healing (Luke 4 : 40, 41). 
Fri.— Poetry of compassion (Luke 7 : 11-16). 
Sat.—Poetry of the cross (Luke 23 : 32-45). 











What is your favorite poem about Jesus? 
What Christlike message do you find in 
poetry ? 


Why do so many poets write about Jesus? 


OETRY is generally conceded to be 

the earliest form in which men have 
expressed their emotions or recorded their 
doings. It is not strange therefore that 
we should find many poetic utterances in 
the Bible. And when we recall that the 
Bible is the inspired Word of God, we 
naturally should expect to find in it the 
finest examples of poetry and the best 
poems about the Lord Jesus. 

The American Standard Version of the 
Bible is more helpful in locating Bible 
poetry than our more familiar King James 
Version. Obtain a copy if you can for 
use in this week’s meeting. Your pastor 
will doubtless be able to lend you one or 
tell you how you may secure one. Here 
you will find most of the poetic utter- 
ances preserved in their verse form instead 
of being run in with the prose text. 


ee 


In the New Testament there are not 
many long poems about Christ. But per- 
haps your thoughts will turn at once to 
the beautiful “Magnificat”. of Mary in 
Luke 1: 46-55, and to the stately “Nunc 
Dimittis” of Simeon in Luke 2: 29-32. 

As we leaf through the Gospels we 
shall find many bits of poetry quoted from 
the Old Testament, showing that many of 
the prophets wrote about Christ in poetic 
form. Not all of their poetic writings are 
shown in verse form, even in the American 
Standard Version. Practically all of Isa- 
iah, from Chapter 40 on, is poetry. This 
includes the marvelous picture we find of 
the Lord Jesus in Isaiah 53. 

Then we must not omit that best loved 
poem of all about Christ, the Twenty- 
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Lesson for March 4 


third Psalm. There are many other 
Psalms about him, too, such as the Twen- 
ty-first and Twenty-second. The whole 
of the Song of Solomon is a lofty and 
deeply devotional poem describing the Lord 
Jesus and his relationship to his bride the 
Church, i 


Our hymn books are full of fine verse 
expressions concerning Christ. Some of 
these go back to the early Church Fathers, 
such as “Shepherd of Our Tender Youth,” 
by. Clement of Alexandria; “Come Ye 
Faithful Raise the Strain,” by John of 
Damascus; “Jesus the Very Thought of 
Thee,” by Bernard of Clairvaux; “Wel- 
come Happy Morning,” by Fortunatus; 
and the like. Others of more recent years 
include those known and loved wherever 
the Gospei has gone. Among these we will 
find Toplady’s “Rock of Ages”; How’s “O 
Jesus, Thou Art Standing”; Wesley’s 
“Jesus, Lover of My Soul”; Lyte’s “Abide 
With Me”; Watts’ “Alas, and Did My 
Saviour Bleed”; and many others. 


ve 
Plan to use a number of these fine hymns 


-in your meeting. ‘They may be read or 


sung, as you choose. Use a number of 
the Bible poems also, assigning them to 
those you feel can bring out the poetic 
feeling. For verse not found in your 
hymnal a little volume published by the 
Oxford University Press (New York City) 
will be found most helpful. It is “The 
Poets’ Life of Christ,’ compiled by Nor- 
man Ault. It is a veritable treasury of 
poems on all phases of the life and attrib- 
utes of Christ. You should be able to secure 
it at any good library, or from the pub- 
lishers at $3.25. 


PHILADELPHIA. 





For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


February 26 to March 4 
Mon.—Matthew 11 : 2-6. 
Jesus’ Testimony Concerning Himself. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: The claim to be 
the Son of God was made again and again 
by the Lord Jesus (John 10: 36; 5:17, 18). 
He supported John’s wavering faith with 
a definite, gracious corroboration of the 
previous witness from Heaven. John had 
judged the Lord by circumstances. Our 
Lord Jesus directed his attention to His 
own person and work. Spiritual faintness 
disappears completely as one believes the 
Lord. John joyfully submitted to the will 
of the Lord even though it meant martyr- 
dom. Some one has said, “The best mis- 
sion that a child of God can ever fulfill is 
— SUBMISSION.” The Lord will invig- 
orate the weakest faith. Pray for the Mis- 
sionary Subscription Fund, to send Tue 
SunpDay ScHoo. TiMEs to Christian work- 
ers, missionaries, and others at home and 
abroad who really need it, but who are 
unable to pay for it. The Sunday School 
Times Company, 325 North Thirteenth 
Street, Philadelphia. 
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Tues.—Matthew 11 : 25-30. A Gracious Invitation. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: We all deserve to 
hear the command “Depart” (Matt. 25: 
41); but the blessed Redeemer invites us 
to “Come!” Have you not felt as Peter 
did when he said, “Depart from me; for 
I am a sinful man, O Lord!” Old John 
Smith used to say, “Anything outside of 
hell is a mercy.” This gracious invitation 
“Come” has pulled multitudes into the sav- 
ing embrace of the Lamb of God who taketh 
away the sin of the world. What a mercy 
that we find ourselves in the “bundle of 
life.” Pray for Immanuel Mission to Sea- 
men, 1450 Lincoln Street, Berkeley, Cal. 
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Wed.—Matthew 12: 1-8. Lord of the Sabbath. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Our Lord cannot 
be confined within ceremonial wells. He 
is greater than his own creations. He in- 
terprets the Sabbath and standardizes its 
observance. The Sabbath he kept will be 
the rule in the coming Kingdom. His pre- 
eminent wisdom in giving Sabbath for rest, 
instruction, and holy service, as a day of 
hope, consolation, and joy should be recog- 
nized more than it is by the Christians of 
today. If the Lord’s day is kept with the 
same spirit as that in which Christ ob- 
served the day, it will guarantee a good con- 
science and the approval of God. Pray for 








MONOPOLIST? 
PARTAKER? YES! 


** And if some of the branches be broken off, and thou, being a wild 
olive tree, wert graffed in among them, and with them partakest 


NO?%- 


of the root and fatness of the olive tree; boast not against the 
branches.’”” Rom. 11:17, 18. 


SOME Jewish branches were broken off. Not all. SOME Jews will 
believe the Gospel, right now in this day of Grace. Then why speak of *‘ The 
Gentile Church’’ when there is no such meation in God’s Word? Do not 
Gentiles reject the Gospel, even more than Jews? 

Shall we not be fair to Israel? Is not the Jew entitled to receive from 
you a small return for the sacrifices he made in Apostolic days, that “‘the ° 
Gentiles by my mouth should hear the word of the Gospel, and believe?"’ 
The Jew SHARED with you the Gospel blessings 1900 years ago, and you 


Or will you share ? 


27 Throop Avenue 





became a PARTAKER with him. Will you now turn into a monopolist? 
Start today your first token of love for the Jew. Don’t hold back because 


it is small; trust God to help you make it more later. “THE CHOSEN 
PEOPLE”’ is sent to contributors. You'll be glad you wrote. 


American Board of Missions to the Jews, Inc. 


If interested in Annuities, ask for our booklet, Jewish Mission Bonds 


Brooklyn, N. Y. 





























@ Many men and women rejoice in the regular ap- 
arance of an annuity check from the American 
ible Society. An income which can be counted 
on brings unspeakable relief and satisfaction. 

In over eighty years of issuing annuities the 
American Bible Society has never once failed to 
send its checks when due. 

The coming of each check reminds annuitants 
that ultimately they will be sharers in the indis- 

nsable missionary enterprise of making the 

ible widely and easily available across the earth. 

Send for the booklet “A Gift That Lives” which 
describes in a way easy to understand how you 


may assure yourself of a dependable income and 


MAIL THIS 
COUPON TODAY Christian service. 


at the same time share in an honored and worthy 











i Bible House, Astor Place, New York 
ee. e Please send me, without obligation, your booklet SS 80 entitled “‘A Gift That Lives.” 
1 % Name. D. inati 
ip we ] Address 
cok rv 
= a a Céty......... State 
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the Evangelical Union of South America, 
135 Isabella Street, Toronto, Can, 


Thurs.—Matthew 12: 9-21. A Withered Hand. 
PRAYER SucGcestTions: The conflict be- 
tween Christ and his enemies involved this 
man with a withered hand. Pharisees 
watched Christ in the synagogue to see 
whether he would heal him on the Sabbath. 
He knew their character and spirit. He 
questioned them about the law by which 
they professed to judge him. The hyper- 
critical ritualists, hard of heart, willing to 
sacrifice human welfare for their traditions, 
Christ rebuked by immediately healing the 
man. He took the brunt of their ill will. 
Their baneful, deadly religious system 
grieved him to the heart. Is your heart 
grieved by the things that grieved the Son 
of God? Are you pleased with things that 
pleased him? Pray for the Egypt Salaam 
Mission, 524 Josephene Street, Flint, Mich. 
Fri.—Luke 11 : 14-23. A House Divided. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Satan’s house is 
not divided, and the household of God 
should not be divided. Our Lord declared 
this when, in answer to the malignant 


© ~ for the Choir 
Easter MUsic ans church sctoo 
A postca: i brin Fhe y our ous ORE O- page onnalon, 
while dese i books, — r Pageants, Can 
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eee by at aa will aiso be 
OSCHE & CO., 337 37 W. ‘Vadison St., Chicago, lil. 





vA 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


charge that he was*in league with Satan, 
he said, “Evéry . . . house divided against 
itself shall not stand” (Matt. 12:25), The 
Adversary is pleased when the Church is 
rent asunder by schism. Let Christians not 
fail to keep the unity of the Spirit in the 
bond of peace! . “See that ye fall not out 
by the way” is needed by the brethren of 
a greater than Joseph. Pray for the Cuba 


Evangelization Associaiion, 708 Irving Ave- 
nue, Wheaton, IIl, 


Sat.—Isaiah 53: 1-6. A Man of Sorrows. 

Prayer Succestions: The sorrows of 
the Man of Sorrows should be our fre- 
quent meditation and message. When our 
predominant theme is, “Christ Jesus and 
him crucified,” love, joy, hope, and passion 
for souls will be more pre-eminent in the 
Church. “Man of Sorrows!” What a 
name! Pray fer Door of Hope Mission, 
Miss Martha Jewell, Quinsan Gardens, 
Shanghai, China, 


Sun.—Revelation 1: 12-18. The Living One. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: Christ is living in 
Glory in the body of his resurrection. 
Angels wonder to behold our nature on 
the throne, the first to rise from the dead! 
He only hath immortality dwelling in light. 
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He hath life in himself. 
impartation. “I give unto them eternal 
life; and they shall never perish, neither 
shall any man pluck them out of my hand” 
(John to: 28). “When Christ, who is our 
life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear 
with him in glory” (Col. 3:4). Child of 
God, thy salvation was begotten by a dying 
Saviour; but it is guaranteed by a living 
Lord. “I ... was dead; and, behold, I 
am alive for evermore, Amen” (v. 18). 
Distressed one, our LIVING Lord has t'ie 
keys! Pray for the Christian and Mission- 
ary Alliance, 260 West Forty-fourth Street, 
New York City. 


A Correction 


HE Missionary Number of the Times 

(Jan. 6) contained a list of interdenomi- 
national foreign missionary societies which 
are believed to be true to the old faith. 
Only the Canadian address was given for 
the Women’s Christian Medical College, 
Ludhiana, Punjab, India, founded by Dr. 
Edith M. Brown. In the United States 
gifts may be sent to Miss Lucy Powel, 
6038 Cresheim Road, Mt. Airy, Philadel- 
phia. 
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“PROPHECY” 


Keith L. Brooks’ monthly magazine is some- 
thing prophetic students never do without 
after seeing one copy. Send 10c, year $1.00 


Che Sunday School Gines 


President and Publisher 
Puitie E. Howarp 
Editor and Vice-President 
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Subscription Rates 

The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, payable in 
advance, for either old or new subscribers, 
in the United States and Possessions, 
These rates include postage. 

$2—One copy, or any number of copies 
less than five, $2 each, per year. One copy, 
five years, $7.50. 

$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.50 each, per year, 

CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

For Canadian subscriptions add 25 cents for 


postage to these rates; for foreign subscrip- 
tions add S@ cents for postage. 


Christian Youth 

Christian Youth is published weekly 
at the following rates, payable in ad- 
vance, in the United States and Pos- 
sessions. These rates include postage. 

75 cents—One or more copies to in- 
dividual addresses, 75 cents each, per 
year. 

52 cents—Five or more copies, in a 
package to only one address, 52 cents 
each, per year, 

The Sunday School Times Company 
323-327 N. Thirteenth St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


OUNTAINS so high that, as one 
well-known writer said, the canopy 
of the stars seems to vest on their snow- 





and terns over the estuaries; waterfalls 
like silver ribbons flung over the cliffs; 
turquoise lakes set in the dark green of 
pine and spruce; leaping salmon and trout 
making widening circles in the still water, 
and perhaps even a brown bear wading 
the pebbly shallows in search of a salmon 
breakfast. These are some of the sights 
that await readers of the Times, and other 
Christian journals, who take advantage of 
the Christian Fellowship Tour to Alaska, 
to be conducted again this year as it was 
last year. 

Mr. Philip E. Howard, President of The 
Sunday School Times Company, expects to 
be a member of the Tour party. 

The group will gather at the Palmer 
House, Chicago, for a get-together dinner, 
and leave the same night, Wednesday, July 
Ir, at 10.45 P. M. There will be a 
motor tour of Glacier National Park, a 
trip over Logan Pass, and an overnight 





stop at Going-to-the-Sun Chalet. Sunday, 
July 15, will. be spent in Portland, Ore., 
where there. will be an opportunity to at- 
tend. church. services. Embarking from 
Seattle, the members of the party will en- 
joy an eleven-day cruise on a luxurious 
Alaska Steamship Company steamer to 
southeastern Alaska, through the quiet 
waters of the Inside Passage. There will 
be sight-seeing excursions ashore at sev- 
eral ports of call, with an opportunity to 
visit missions. 

On the return journey there will be a 
daylight trip through the American 
Rockies, and a motor tour of Yellowstone 
Park. The Tour returns to Chicago in the 
morning, Friday, August 3. 

This is an unusual opportunity to visit 
a romantic and beautiful part of America 
in company with Christian people, and with 
all traveling details cared for by experi- 
enced men. For the day-by-day itinerary, 


the cost of the trip, and any other informa- 
tion, readers may write to H. Trumbull 
Howard, The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, 325 North Thirteenth Street, Phila- 
delphia. 





Gne of the 
interesting spots 

to be visited is 
Wrangell, 

where the first 
Presbyterian 
mission in Alaska 
was founded, 1887. 
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